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William Mitchell SBA Named Best In Nation
SBA Project Also Wins Top Award

SCHOOL COMMENDED . . . Larry Meuwissen, left, Mitchell's representative to the ABA's Law Student Division,
presents awards to the SBA for having the top Student
Sar Association and best SBA project in the nation.
Accepting is Don Horton, SBA president.

The William Mitchell student body received
recognition at the 1973 American Bar Association-Law Student Division (LSD) convention
held in Washington, D.C. August 5-8. Each year
the LSD holds a competition for the most outstanding Student Bar Association, the most outstanding SBA project and the most outstanding
Student Newspaper. For the purpose of the competition, the schools are classified according to
enrollment. Class A schools are schools which
have more than 1,000 students; schools having
500-1,000 students are Class B, and Class C
schools are those with enrollment under 500. William Mitchell was entered in all three categories
of Class B competition and received awards for
the most outstanding Student Bar Association
and the most outstanding Student Bar Association project.
The most outstanding SBA award was based
on the whole spectrum of SBA activities which
included financial support for and publication of
the OPINION, initiation of a clinical legal aid
program and law review, efforts to abolish the
bar exam, expansion of placement activities,
and participation in community projects such as
the bloodmobile.

The most outstanding SBA project award
was given specifically for the clinical legal education program. The members of that committee were flattered to learn that their committee
report, which was attached as an exhibit to the
competition entry, was stolen when the entry
was on display at the convention.
To enter the competitions, a written report
of student bar activities, projects or newspaper
must be submitted in quadruplicate by June 1 of
each year. The Editor-in-Chief of the OPINION
prepared the entry for the newspaper competition and Law Student Division representative
Larry Meuwissen prepared the entries in the
other two categories.
Entries are supposed to state the origin of
the activity or project, its development, problems encountered, and long range plans. The
great increase in the volume of the OPINION
and the frequency of its publication, said Meuwissen, were responsible for articles which contained almost all the necessary information.
These articles permitted preparation of the winning entries in 20 hours of editing rather than 40
hours of writing.

Steve Bergerson Presented
SBA Award Of Excellence
by

Don Horton

NOTE: After the opinion was delivered by the editor of the Opinion
for final printing, the format of the
Opinion was· changed and this article inserted. It was done because
Steve Bergerson deserves a great
deal of recognition which he would
not permit if be knew about it in
advance.

to provide an outlet for those
who felt compelled to "go on and
on" about the relative merits or
lack thereof of the Rule in Shelley's Case, to a dynamic forum
for the expression and interplay
of thoughts and ideas on solutions to the problems which beset the law today. Under the
leadership of Steve Bergerson,
the Opinion has also gone on to
become the voice of the students
and faculty in expressing both
discontent with, and praise for,
different asp~cts of the college
and the bench and bar.
The Opinion has also been the
showcase for the programs of
the students. The programs
would have been there even
without the Opinion but they
would not have attained the level of success that they have
without the far-reaching effect
of the Opinion in informing both
the alumni and the students and
thus mustering support for the
programs.

It's 10 :30 on a Monday night.
A station wagon backs up the
sidewalk to the side entrance of
WMCL. The car stops, and a
man gets out. He goes to the
rear of the car, swings up the
rear window and lowers the rear
deck. He reacheS'in and starts to
slide two of the twenty or so
brown cardboard boxes toward
him. He stacks them and carries
them up five flights of stairs. He
then returns and works until the
station wagon is empty.
He's not a delivery boy, he is
the Editor of a newspaper. The
boxes are the papers ready to be
delivered to the subscribers.
You probably would think that
the editor of a paper ought not to
be involved with such things, but
It was because of all this, and
then you probably don't know more, that the Board of GoverSteve Bergerson very well. If nors of the Student Bar Associayou do know him, you know he is tion decided that Steve Berger'·he type of person who gets in- son should receive some special
volved and who feels no task is recognition. The board mem"beneath him" when the end bers decided that an award realresult is "getting the paper ly was not enough to thank Steve
out."
for all he had done. It was· thereIn his year as editor of the ·fore decided to hold Steve up as
paper, Steve has taken the Opin- an example of the type of quality
ion from a paper which was pub- and high standards we expect of
lished only once or twice a year all persons who claim any

connection with the William
Mitchell College of Law. As a
result, the Board of Governors
has chosen to establish an annual Award of Excellence to the
student who has done the most
during the preceding academic
year to further the good name
and reputation of the college.
We are happy to announce
that Steve Bergerson is the first
recipient of this award. Congratulations, Steve, and thank you
for a job well done.

D!;>n Horton, SBA President, presents the first SBA Award of
Excellence to Steve Bergerson, and displays the Honorarium

which will be permanently placed in the school lounge. The SBA
Board of Governors passed a special resolution to create the
award.

First Edition of Law Review
To Be Published In Early 1974
This year, for the first time in
its history, William Mitchell
College of Law will publish a
law review. The first issue of the
as-yet unnamed review Will be
published in early 1974, and the
publication of the second issue is
tentatively set for the summer
of 1974.
The review was conceived by
a planning committee during the
1972-73 school year. The committee developed a general plan
for the format and organization
of the law review, investigated
the feasibility of starting a review at Mitchell, obtained aclministra tion approval for the
project, planned the budget and

selected the first board of editors. Members of the committee
were John Larson, Gary Bastian, Charlie Balck, Shirley
Anderson, Mark Condon, James
Lundin, Guy Detlefson, and
Frank Gerval.
The purpose of the law review
is two-fold: to serve as an educational tool, offering Mitchell
students an opportunity to develop their skills in independent
legal research and writing; and
to serve as a professional journal, analyzing topics of special
interest to the Minnesota legal
community. The review will
emphasize state and federal
cases and state and federal sta-

tutory materials of local interest. It will avoid articles on general constitutional questions or
narrow esoteric topics and attempt to fill a need for a journal
of practical as well as scholarly
significance.
The first Board of Editors of
the review was selected by a
student-faculty committee during the summer of 1973. They
are: Marcy Wallace, Editor-inChief; Steve Bergerson, Business Ma,iager; Parrel Caplan,
Bill Macklin, Steve Oman, Kay
Silverman, and Bob Varco, editors. Professor Michael SteenSee 'Review', page sixteen
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book, notices placed on bulletin
boards, and a senior interview
day has been attempted.
This summer another student
g Ed1tor-1n-Chief ........ Stephen R. Bergerson W committee
has worked hard,
'" Ed"t
· ··· and a brochure
$
1 Or,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kay s·1
I verman fa
about the school
MAssociate Editor ............ Jeanne Schleh U will once again be mailed to prot\ Associate Editor ............... Greg Gaut @ spective employers. This comLayout Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mindy Elledge
mentary should not be con't Photography Editor ............ Dan O'Leary fl strued as an attempt to diminish
any of their efforts. Rather, they
{I Photographers ...... Jim Lundin, Bill Moore
]; Business Manager .... Stephen R. Bergerson f:'! should be commended. In 1959
Y Secretary ................. Roberta Keller # the student committee contacted 70 insurance companies. This
year literally thousands of attor} Staff: Rick Glanz, John Gries, Gretchen Quattlebaum, Don ti neys, businesses, and governti
Horton, Ed Lief, Steve Doyle, Marcy Wallace, Larry ¥ mental agencies across the na@
Meuwissen, Davideen Manosky, Robert Varco.
li tion will become acquainted
with William Mitchell College of
Law
and its graduates. While
Circulation: 3,800
this most ambitious effort is
iI
STATEMENT OF POLICY
@ much larger and will hopefully
be more successful than any atThe WILLIAM MITCHELL OPINION is published by the
tempted in the past, the fact of
Student Bar Association of the William Mithcell College of Law for
the
matter is it is still not very
the purpose of educating and informing Mitchell students and alcompetitive,
in terms of what
umni of current issues and affairs of law and the law school. In furother law schools do for their
therance of that purpose, the OPINION will present the views of
graduates.
any student, faculty member, alumni, or the administration.
Schools produce graduates
The OPINION will endeavor to fully and thoughtfully consider all
and William Mitchell's product
material to determine its relevance and appropriateness before
is an excellent one. In addition
publication. Such consideration will be made with the assumption
that freedom of the press within the law school is no less a fundato being intelligent, dedicated,
mental right than outside the law school; and in view of the OPINhard~orking students, many of
ION's recognized responsibility to the members of the student bar,
us have extensive extracurricupracticing attorneys, and faculty and administration of the law
lar legally related work experischool. Editorials represent only the opinion of its writers.
ence. But we students have neither the time nor the necessary
training to most effectively
market this very salable product. We owe it to ourselves to
insist upon the immediate employment of full-time professional assistance in finding suitable opportunities for pursuing
A government for the people and by the people. is the our careers.
one central idea behind our country's constitution and
The first job a graduate gets
democracy. But no matter how strong our constitution, usually
has a profound effect on
it could not remain viable without a free press in which the direction
of the r~st of his
ideas and critics are freely heard.
professional life. It is unfortunThese two concepts are embodied in our Student Bar ate that to date so few have had
Association at William Mitchell: The Student Board of the luxury of a choice.
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WHO'S WHO
"We know what we are, but know not what we may
be." In view of the national recognition which the Wil-

liam Mitchell Student Bar Association (SBA) recently
received as the Outstanding SBA in its division, the
words of Shakespeare could appropriately be used as a
rally to bigger and better things. Not here.
For, you see, it seems to me that a goodly number of
the Mitchell student body does not even know who 'we'
are. Most students realize that a Student Bar Association exists at Mitchell, of course. Many do not, I am convinced, know that they are members of the Mitchell
SBA. There is apparently a tacit assumption by these
students that the SBA consists only of the representatives elected from each class section. Wrong.
Every Mitchell student is, without exception, a duespaying member of the Mitchell SBA. A mandatory SBA

fee is paid by each student at the beginning of each semester. (These fees help finance such SBA projects a~
publication of the OPINION, · lobbying for the Diploma
Privilege, sponsorship of school parties, the Speakers
Bureau and special symposiums. )
Once each year all students have the opportunity to
elect any of their fellow students to act as their SBA representatives. These representatives then sit as a body
called the Board of Governors. The Board of Governors
is not the SBA. It is the policy-making and administrative body of the SBA. Together, the student body and
their representatives, the Board, comprise the student
government at William Mitchell.
Some of the confusion, I suspect, arises from the existance of the Law Student Division (LSD) of the American Bar Association (ABA). Many students do not make
a distinction between the two, and assume that they are
one and the same. Not so. The LSD is not a student government-oriented organization at William Mitchell. It is
a division of the ABA and relates to matters of the professional bar. Membership in it, unlike the SBA, is entirely voluntary. Also, despite their similarity of names,
the SBA has no official relationship whatever with the
ABA.
The fire of confusion may be further fueled by the
sheer visibility of Board members. Because their names
are heard often, their pictures appear in the OPINION,
or their faces show up in front of respective classes
Governors is run for the students and by the students,
again
and again, m_any students are undoubtedly led to
who elect their representatives; and the William Mitchbelieve
that these Board members are the SBA. Untrue.
ell Opinion is our free press for the exchange of critiThe
Board
members a·re, by virtue of the offices and
cisms and ideas.
leadership
responsibilities,
naturally more visible. This
As an editor of the paper, and a student representarelatively high visibility does not, however, lend credtive, I hear numerous complaints and suggestions. When
ence to the suggestion that they are the only students
I can, I pass these on to others who can act on them, and
(First of Four Parts)
who can or will assume student government responsibilI always say, "Why don't you write a letter to the ediities, or, as is also sometimes suggested, that the SBA is
tor!" We have always printed all letters to the Editor of
by Lyn G. Lindsay
the Opinion, (we have not had the luxury of ever having
'top-heavy' ..On the contrary, the Board, beginning early
" Where do you kids think last year, affirmatively established a successful policy
to select among them). This year, I challenge the crit- you're
going? ' barked the gruff
ics, the geniuses, the radicals, and the reactionaries to old billy-goat as he stopped a to encourage non-board members of the SAB to assume
make their feelings known about student goverment. It procession of young sheep from responsibilities for SBA projects.
is only through a vocal student body that we will get re- crossing over the bridge. "If it
Last year, a non-board member spearheaded the exsponsive student representation. Remember to read the please you, sir," replied one of tensive task of planning and implementing Mitchell'11
·minutes of the Board of Governors~ monthly meetings t he more brave sheep , my first Clinical Legal Education program. So, too, did a
and I want to join that non-board member organize a well-received Criminal
and the Treasurer's report, which are posted on the bul- friends
group of advocates who are Justice Symposiwn. Non-board members organized and
letin board in the student lounge. Ask your representa- grazing so contentedly on the
are administering Mitchell's first law review. The new
tive how he voted on proposals and appropriations. Then brow of yonder hill.
intra-mural sports program was conceived and planned
if you have comments, write your editors of the OPINand
will be regulated by a non-board member. It was a
"Oh, so lawyering is what you
ION.
non-board
member who suggested and supplied conK.T.S. want to be doing, is that it?" structive criteria for the new SBA faculty evaluation
asked the billygoat with a mis- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - c h i e v o u s grin. "Well, you had program, and, of course, many non-board members are
better learn the Code ; all of this on the OPINION staff.
domain ," (and he swept his
It should be apparent, then, that when SBA members
horns in a broad arc to indicate begin to realize what 'we' are, what we may be becomes
the breadth of his territory) "is an encouraging prospect indeed.
by Bob Varco
under my jurisdiction. And
S.R.B.

YOUR OPINION, PLEASE

'The Troll'

Now, Then, and When

A casual review of previous
editions of the Opinion give
some interesting insights into
the development of the school.
While there are many signs of
growth and progress which show
Mitchell's development into a
good law school, the lack of an
ongoing, professionally-staffed
graduate placement program
remains a nagging indication of
a less than top quality program.
It does not appear that the
absence of such an operation is
due to lack of student interest.
Starting with the first edition of

the Opinion in 1959, and continuing to the present, placement
assistance, or the lack of it, has
been an issue of real concern to
the student body. From time to
time, in an effort to satisfy this
need, students have formed
placement committees. They
have mailed resumes and brochures to prospective employers
and sponsored programs which
brought attorneys to school to
talk about various areas of the
practice. With help from the office staff employer inquiries
have been assembled in a note-

there ain't anyone passing over
this bridge without one of
these," he said as he pointed to a
sheepskin parchment which was
adorned with his hoof print at
the bottom. The billygoat's
words caused no small consternation among the assemblage of
sheep. One of the more learned
and accordingly self:Confident
of the group shouldered his way
through to the head of the line
and confronted the billygoat directly.

"Then be so kind, learned sir,

and tell us what requisites there
are for obtaining the skin and
passing across yonder viaduct."
"Don't get uppity, ewe. That
high-falutin' talk don't do you
no good here," grumbled the
goat somewhat disturbed by the
aggressiveness of the little
sheep. "First of all," he added a
little grudgingly, "you are going
to have to learn how to talk
right. Those lawyers you see on

the hill don't like no high-brow
talk and they don't like no lowbrow neither. Ewe, there," he
growled as he pointed to the
sheep whose last question ht ·
angered him, "Do you know
what 'Replevin' and 'Certiori'
mean?" The little sheep of courage who had gained the respect
of his comrades by his outspo-See 'The Troll', page fifteen
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Nu111ber
Syste111
Does Not
.,

nsu re

Some students seem to misunderstand the grading system and the concept of assigning student numbers to be used
on examination books. Perhaps the best way to clear up these
misunderstandings is to describe the process as it operates.
Early in the year the secretaries in the office assign an
arbitrary examination number
to each student who is registered in school. They scatter
these numbers at random
throughout the alphabet. They
then prepare lists for their own
use and for each student a small
card containing his name and
examination number.
Students are asked to use
only the examination number as
identification when they write a
final examination. Instructors
grade the examinations without knowing the names of the
students who write the answers; they submit the grades by
assigning a grade to each examination number. Some instrucgive additional credit for papers or other work· they
may, when they have finished grading the exams, ask for the
list of students so that they can add the necessary points to
arrive at a final grade. Other instructors leave that mechanical work to the office secretaries. No instructor routinely
asks before completing his grading for information about student examination numbers. It has happened that during the
course of grading an instructo:r: will call to ask, out of curiosity, the name of the student who has a particular number. This
generally happens when he finds a paper that is particularly
horrendous or particularly well done and he is anxious to
know who has done so well or so poorly.
If an instructor asked for the names of the students to
correlate with his numbers for some good reason, even before
he graded the exams, we would give them to him. However I
know of no good reason for an instructor to have that information and none, so far as I know, has ever asked for it. I have
graded examinations and papers both by name and by number
and I much prefer to do it by number. This process preserves,
as much as possible, objectivity in the initial grading process.
It is true that the handwriting of a student or something about
his style occasionally gives a clue to his identity. This, however, is rare and I ahnost never know the identity of the student
who wrote any particular paper until I have completed the
grading. In my judgment no student suffers from this blind
grading process and I believe that oftentimes students receive better grades as a result of the number system than
they would otherwise receive.
When the grades have been submitted the secretaries in

Anonyl11 •ltytors
By
Dean

Doug/as
Heidenreich

At a recent luncheon, an older member of the Twin Cities
legal profession commented to me that it looked as though the
students of William Mitchell had taken the offensive in their
efforts to make a name for their school.
I agreed that we had assumed the offensive but pointed
out that the students are not out
to make a name for their school
since the accomplishments and
overall excellence of our alumni
:.:.:-D
have been doing that quite nice-

the office record them on grading sheets· when all grades for
students in a particular class have been submitted averages
are computed and recorded in pencil on these sheets. At that
time all available instructors who have taught courses to
those students during the past semester meet to discuss the
grades. A student who has grades which exhibit some unusual
pattern or who is what might be considered a border line case
receives special attention. The instructors are asked to review again their notes and, if they wish, to reread the blue
books to make sure that their grades are accurate. If for
some reason an instructor chooses to change a grade he is
free to do so. After the unusual cases are specially considered
all other grades are subject to discussion and review. Any instructor mayreview any examination and change any grade.
.As a practical matter this does not }Jappen very often and
hardly ever is a grade reduced as a result of tllis process.
When all of the instructors are satisfied that their grades
are accurate, the sheets are turned back to the office secretaries who then determine the class ranking and type the
grade report slips which are mailed to the students .
Once the results have been distributed students sometimes ask to discuss their gradE:s with their instructors. This
is perfectly permissible and appropriate but the student must
understand that grades will not be changed except in case of a
mechanical or arithmetical error. Naturally a student is not
expected to bear the burden of a mistake in transcription or
computation; however he may not persuade his instructor to
assign a different grade. The blue books are retained in the
office for a period of three or four weeks after the grades are
distributed. H the student wishes to discuss the blue book with
his instructor the instructor will obtain it from the office and
make whatever comments he feels are appropriate at that
time. He will not return the book to the student, however, and
the books are then destroyed.
Any grading system whether it be a numerical one a letter system a pass-fail system or any other kind of arrangement which seeks to evaluate a student's performance, is to
some extent subjective and arbitrary. It is in the final analysis the instructor's subjective evaluation of the student's
demonstrated ability to handle the material in the course.
Some instructors are more easily impressed than others,
some are more generous with their grades than others, but
each instructor gives a relative evaluation of the student's
work in the form of a numerical grade.
Any student could argue with some degree of justification that any particular grade could have been somewhat better; any instructor could, with some degree of justification,
point out that any grade could well have been somewhat lower. Overall, the system under which we operate seems to provide a maximum of objectivity and fairness.

When we work we work hard, and when we engage in
intellectual combat to achieve a goal, we fight to win. H we
lose the battle, our adversaries are nonetheless learning that
they have met with a group of men and women who are not
easily beaten.
WMCL is on the move into a position of leadership in the
legal community. As we move ahead let us keep in mind that
our goals must always be thoughtfully determined and in tune
with the long-range good of the legal and lay communities
which we serve. And perhaps most important, that our reputation for honesty, sincerity and candor become known and
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tempting to do is assume its
rightful place as a leader in the

honored as one of the three top Student Bar Associations in
the nation by the American Bar Association at their annual

~:a~o~~m:u:::~g ;~~: ~:::
badly needed changes in the at-

conv:t:~n
above in mind we will reach
the remainder of our goals and will have assumed our rightful

~;~~esssi~~~n ~~~a~o:m~~it~~gal
>-mf
The students are doing this by working diligently at the
il;:f tedious and often thankless tasks of putting together a law
rt~view; byh workitnhg to see tbhaft the bOpiniotanb1·~ hp~t out mfore
..
1mes eac year an ever e ore ; y es 11s mg the irst
I::;:;;;: WMCL Clinical Legal program; by giving personal time to

posi~~rr°~
encouraged to
make the most intelligent decision possible in selecting your
first year Student Bar Association representatives. The man
For woman you seledct will have a difficult job ahead of them.
or one thing, we o not to 1erate slackers. Ha person is with
us for the ride, he is asked to leave.
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But what the attorney said to me is evidence of a gratify-
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with undergraduate student politics know that the seniors are
usually the BMOC and get all the credit while the freshmen

William
Mitchell

On The
Move
By
Don
Horton,

SBA
President
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Legal Education: How It Determines Legal Ethics
by Ed Lief

"How can you be honest and be a lawyer?" scoff some of
the cynics. At the other end of the spectrum are those who assume a lawyer is inherently blessed with probity.
This range of attitudes toward lawyers is nothing new. But
with Watergate fresh at hand, against a background of pointed
questions from the likes of Ralph Nader, there may well be_
both among lawyers and law students and in the public at large a new uneasiness or uncertainty as to ethics and the legal prof ession.
What is the role of a law school relative to legal ethics? To
what extent, if any, are law schools responsible for unethical
conduct by members of the bar?
"The first step is to define what you mean by legal ethics,"
advises William Mitchell law professor Maynard E. Pirsig.
Pirsig, author of the nationally recognized Cases and Materials on Professional Responsibility, points to at least four different approaches to the subject.
First, there is the concept that a lawyer should at least have
the same moral standards as anybody else: "honesty, truthfulness, reliability, etc."
Pirsig comments, "No law school is able to reform or
change the basic character of students."
The second dimension of legal ethics which Pirsig points to
is "an awareness of the basic values of a democratic society: the
dignity of the individual, fair trials, etc." Pirsig says he is "not
sure how much of that can be done by a law school."

'J'm not SUre Students want to emulate
I
h h
· 1· d
b
pro,essors-or t at t OSe Inc Ine to e
unethical will listen.'
The third approach is to emphasize ''basic principles of
natural law." This approach is stressed by some Catholic law
schools. Pirsig describes it as the belief in the existence of "an
inherent body of principles independent of, and distinct from,
human beings; man is thought to be capable of discovering them
by reason.''
Pirsig' s own preference is for a fourth, and ''much more
limited," approach. He explains: "A lawyer has a job to do. The
legal profession has adopted standards. So law schools should at
least acquaint students with the code. And they can examine how
well the principles of the code are being carried out.''
Unlike many law schools, William Mitchell requires its students to take Professional Responsibility, a fourth year course
taught by Mr. Pirsig. Dean Douglas R. Heidenreich told the
Opinion that a definite course on the subject assures that the
material will be covered, whereas if such material is instead to
be incorporated into several courses, "it tends to fall by the wayside."
Pirsig agrees, pointing out that the "pervasive method"
lost popularity about 10 years ago. Under that approach, ethical
conduct questions were supposed to ''pervade'' most classes instead of being treated in a single course. But, says Pirsig, "there
was confusion as to what was supposed to pervade."
He is skeptical of the notion that ethical conduct can be
imparted to students by having law professors be "examples of
moral rectitude." He explains, "I'm not sure students necessarily want to emulate their professors - or that those inclined to be
unethical will listen.''
Even though Pirsig finds that the pervasive approach leads
to "a disjointed presentation," he does not mean by that that ethics should be discussed only in his Professional Responsibility
course. He says: "There ought to be a sympathetic approach by
professors. A lot of students are very much concerned. So professors should discuss ethical problems when they come up naturally."
Pirsig has found law students in recent years to be "much
more concerned about a lawyer's role in society." He says, "In
the last 10 to 15 years they've become much more concerned
about what happens to other people." Students are increasingly
asking themselves what they are living for, he said.

'/ don't think any course in legal ethics
will ever prevent a Watergate.'

---------

One of the difficult problems he cites is "the conflict between income expectations and a genuine desire to serve society." Re says a good many law students want both simultaneously
but find that to be quite difficult.
Pirsig recalls that the late Everett Fraser, former dean of
the University of Minnesota Law School, said that a lawyer has a
duty to take care of his clients and also to be "cultured in his own
profession." But as to the latter, Pirsig has been disappointed in
that "students often come to law school from college without any
real philosophy of law." He adds, "We can't give it to them in one
course. I don't think any course in legal ethics will ever prevent a
Watergate."
But law schools can deal with day to day problems: "What
tactics does a good lawyer use: What about bullying of witnesses? What about using evidence one is not sure is truthful? These
things should, of course, be discussed.'' Pirsig says some of these
questions are raised in his Criminal Law course, for example.
A person's behavior in law school, however, may be a poor
indicator as to his or her ethical conduct as a lawyer, Pirsig told
the Opinion. A few years ago some of his students made a study

.

of 350 lawyers across the .~ou~tr~ w~o ~ad b~en disbarred. In
most cases t~er~, had been no md1cation_m th~ir sch?ol records,
age, or anyth~n~ that t~ey wo_uld enga~e.m eth1~al m1s~onduct.
The Opm1on also mt_erv1ewed W1ll1~m Mitchell mstructor
Flo!d B. Olson on_ the subJect of legal ethics and law ~chools. An
ass~stant_ Henn~pm County attorn~y, he taught Jurisprudence
durmg Mitchel~ s 1973 summer sess10n.
Olson _believes a law school has a du~y to 1) let law st_ud~nt_s
know what 1s expected of lawyers, and 2) mform them of d1sc1phnary bodi~s in ~~e bar associati_o~. .
. .
.
. H~ fmds a lot mo_re activity m the bar ~ssoc1at10n on,,th1s
subJect m rec~nt years; msurance fund~ are bemg beefed up."
Yet he fmds at least one_shortcomm~ ~mong la~yers: Too
many do_ not understand pubhc ~c~ountab1h~y_. I don t know how
to teach 1t. ~oo often we have bn~hant techmc1~ns·":?o know how
to ma~e ~hings work, how to implement thmgs, but whose
groundmg m values may ~e weak. .
,,
. .
Olson, too, emphasizes the_ 1mP,ortance of the pr10nty of
values one comes to law schoo~ with.
"
As for courses a~d teachmg me~hods, The_cas~ b~ok method creates a ~erspective of a lawyer s_ work which 1sn t the correct perspective_. . : The ~oral questions are _brought out ~~en
the case method 1s mixed with the problem solvmg app~oach.
The dean of _Stanford La_w School, Tho:r_na_s Erhch, wrote
some months ago m the American Bar Assoc1_at1on J?.urn~l. that
~any law students reg~r~ the legal profess10n as positively
immoral." Olson and Pirs1g both say they have not found that
outlook to be characteristic of Mitchell students. Pirsig says a
small percentage have always thought that way, but that most
students are not so cynical. Olson says that rather than cynicism
he has found that students do "raise questions on morality now
more than when I went to law school."
Like Pirsig, Olson has some criticism of the pre-law school
preparation of students. Says Olson: "The theoretical-conceptual
basis of students is not very solid. They have not thought enough
about who should make decisions, as to what is right or wrong in
public policy, as to what extent we should leave these value judgments to a·head of state. They have an unsophisticated view of
the decision-making process. Law schools could and should show
the complexity of that process.''
He points out that law students are younger today than in
the past and adds, "They are closer to adolescence and thus are
more sensitive to moral values, but are at the same time less
sophisticated." He notes that history and philosophy students
who formerly would have gone to graduate schools in their respective fields are turning to law. Such students tend to be "more
sensitive to social and intellectual problems," he observes.
One strong belief is that "morality is not a proper part" of
legal education, according to Olson. He says professors often find
that moral issues "muddy up" the material they are attempting
to teach. That is, there has been a tendency to view morality as
"something apart from the law."

'You shouldn't have to teach students not

to steal their clients' money.'

---------

Olson adds that often the ethical problem is not so much
with the lawyer as with the client. So a lawyer needs to know
when to say "no" to a course of action proposed by a client.
Richey Reavill, Administrative Director on Professional
Conduct of the State Board of Professional Responsibility, emphasizes the importance of approaching ethics in a pragmatic
vein. He says, "Although I don't know exactly what the law
schools are doing, I doubt they get into the pragmatic approach.''
Reavill explains that lawyers are too often ill-equipped to
prevent misunderstandings with their clients. He says, "Over 50
percent of the complaints against lawyers turn out to be without
foundation. The idea should be to prevent those complaints. Too
often a lawyer will fail to sit down and discuss something, will
fail to return a phone call, won't explain the cost of his services,
will fail to explain a new situation. All of this leads to misunderstandings.''
Reavill adds, "Lawyers often find a particular matter simple, and thus assumes the client also finds it that way. But I have
the feeling clients often don't. After all, if the client found the
matter so simple, he wouldn't have gone to a lawyer in the first
place.''
Dean Heidenreich echoes Reavill's view, saying "You
shouldn't have to teach students not to steal their client's money.
But you can point out ways in which to run an office, for example,
so as to prevent ethical problems which can develop quite unintentionally."
There has been a "massive failure over the years to bring
lawyers' ethical standards out of the clouds," according to Robert F. Henson, chairman of the Minnesota Bar Association's
Client Security Fund committee, and a member of the Association's Board of Governors.
Although he has been "somewhat out of touch" as to what
particular law schools are doing, Henson says "more emphasis
on professional responsibility is very much needed." He explains, "Each teacher should be knowledgeable enough and
should be feeding some ethical considerations right into the
teaching. This can be integrated with many of the subjects such
as taxation, conflict of interest in corporations, wills and estates,
and so on." Thus, Henson calls for "a real emphasis on professional responsibility every step of the way."
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ABA Names

Of New

a legal specialist ofD·, rectorc~mmissioned
ficer, U.S. Navy, Judge Advocate
General, when the war ended and

Lawyer

Discipl'ine Center
The American Bar Association
today named one of the nation's
leading authorities on lawyer discipline to head its new National Center.for Professional Discipline.
He is F . LaMar Forshee, general
counsel since 1964 for The State Bar
of California, which spends more
than $1 million annually on state bar
discipline activities.
ABA President Chesterfield H.
Smith, who announced Forshee's
appointment as the first Director of
the Association's Center for Professional Discipline, said:
"The ABA, as the national organization of the legal profession, must
further develop its leadership role
in the areas of lawyer ethics and
discipline. Members of the profession have a collective responsibility
to police themselves and assure the
public that individual practitioners
will be honest as well as competent.
''The new Discipline Center under Mr. Forshee's direction will be
the vehicle the ABA will use to be
supportive of existing efforts in
lawyer discipline and to design new
programs to promote this objective," Smith said.
The highest courts in each of the
50 states license lawyers to practice. These same courts also have
the exclusive right to discipline or
disbar lawyers. The grievance
committees of state bar associations, as agents of the court, have
the responsibility to investigate and
provide information to the courts
for possible action.
The ABA, as a voluntary national
membership group, does not discipline individual attorneys, contrary
to widespread public belief that it
does.
Its new Discipline Center, however, will offer professional training
programs and consulting services to
state bar disciplinary staffs, course
and informational materials on
lawyer discipline, and maintenance
of a disciplinary index and brief
bank.
The Discipline Center also will
supervise the ABA's newly computerized National Discipline Data
Banlc, which serves as an informational clearinghouse for disciplinary actions of federal, state and
local agencies charged with lawyer
discipline.
Guiding the Center's activities
will be a new ABA Standing Committee on Professional Discipline,
headed by S. Shepherd Tate, Memphis. Committee members represent each of 14 ABA geographic districts.
Forshee, 60, was assigned primary responsibility for state bar discipline in California in 1970. His staff
included 16 attorneys and 32 investigative and clerical personnel. He is
a past president of the National
Organization of Bar Counsel.
Forshee, a native of Ann Arbor,
Mich., holds A.B. and LL.B. degrees
from the University of Michigan
and an M.A. in government from
Boston University.
He practiced general and corporate labor relations law before
World War II and in 1942 entered the
Navy Reserve as an ensign. He was

presently preparing a brochure
which, in addition to describing the
college and its student body, empharetired from the Navy as a com- sizes these valuable opportunities
mander in 1964.
which a Mitchell student has, and
Be and bis wife, Annelle, live in what they mean to an employer who
Palo Alto, Calif., and plan to move is considering hiring a student who
to the Chicago area in September.
has taken advantage of them. It also
advises prospective employers of
the availability of the Placement
Service which has recently been
implemented by Roberta Keller.
The borchure will be mailed to
firms, state and federal agencies
and corporations throughout the
United States. Students may check
to see if a brochure has been sent to
a particular employer, and if not,
may request that one be sent.

Pre-Graduation
Survey Shows
Most Employed
Over 59 per cent of the members
of the Class of 1973 who responded
to a recent survey have definitely
found law-related employment.
Hopefully the 44 new graduates
who have not responded have either
found satisfactory employment or
are finding it on their own.
The survey, taken a week before
graduation, asked the 71 seniors
about their employment plans after
graduation. A total of 27 responded.
According to the survey, of the 16
young graduates who have law-related jobs, 10 are employed in the
Twin Cities and suburbs, four, in
outstate Minnesota, and two out of
state. Those in Minnesota include
one each in Duluth, North Branch,
Virginia and Alexandria. One graduate is employed in Akron, Ohio,
and another, in Fargo, N.D.
Ten new alumni are employed in
the general practice of law, one is
employed by a bank, one by a law
library, two by companies and two,
in court work.
The survey also shows that six
new alums are keeping the same job
they had their senior year at William Mitchell, at least for awhile.
This situation may change following
the Bar Exam.
Fourteen graduates requested
information from the placement
office concerning job openings. This
compares favorably with the 17
members of the class of 1972 who
w'ere placed on the placement mailing list following their graduation.
The class of 1972 contained 56 members. A survey of this kind was not
taken last year.

Brochure To Be
Mailed Soon
One of the unique features of a
night law school is that a student
has the opportunity to simultaneously hold a full or part-time job in
a law-related field. Upon graduation, he or she can have up to four
years experience in a chosen area of
law in addition to his formal education. There are a number of other
advantages: there is the opportunity to get to know the members of
the practicing bar and to let them
get to know you ; a chance to demonstrate your ability; the opportunity
to apply classroom theory to actual
situations, and to demonstrate your
ability to most efficiently use your
time by fulfilling the responsibilities of both your job and your educational program.
The Placement Committee is

ATTENTION!
Attorneys-Lawyers
Unique opportunity for person with 6 months or more
general practice experience, to establish corporate legal
office. Generous firm, good · fringe package, $14-20
thousand. R-140.
CALL OR WRITE DICK BROWN

WALK ER
Employment Service, Inc.

310 Baker Building

339-0961
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College Named After
Mitchell To Nationally Respected Jurist

Be In Film

The William Mitchell library is
the scene of a short segment of a
Navy minority recruiting film,
"Doin' It" which is currently being
produced.
Early on the morning of May 16,
film crews began moving equipment into the library, which was
filled with students eagerly preparing for the start of exams. Suddenly
intensity lights went on, and the
film started rolling.
A "law student," played by parttime actor Roger Day, took a book
off the shell toward the rear of the
library stacks and brought it out to
the main part of the library, where
he sat down, opened the book and
began to read. This simple, twominute scene was finally complete
about two hours and many takes
later.
The full 20-minute film is being
produced by Vanguard Associates
Incorporated, an advertising agency in Minneapolis, for the national
minority recruiting section of the
Navy. According to Buster Cooper,
who directed the segment at William Mitchell, the movie deals with
the opportunities offered in both the
officer and enlisted programs, including both men and women.
Day and Countryman Klang, the
film company which shot the scene
at William Mitchell, are among
many actors and production crews
involved in the making of the movie.
Cooper said that he himseli is directing only some of the scenes in
the film.
The narration of the scene filmed
at William Mitchell will tell of the
opportunities awaiting a law student, according to the script. The
narrator reminds the listener that
first the recruit must join the Officer Candidate School as a commissioned ensign. Then he must attend
a ·school of military justice, after
which he will have earned the
"right to work as a practicing attorney," says the script.
" Doin' It" will take film crews to
various locations across the country, including Lowry Air Force
Base in Denver, Colo., and aboard
an air craft carrier, probably in San
Diego, Calif. Locally the film contains scenes in the University of
Minnesota bookstore, the Tennant
Company in Minneapolis and the
Red Owl Warehouse in Hopkins.
Included in the film wili be comments from Adm. Elmo Zumwalt,
who has done much toward fostering minority understanding in t,he
Navy and John Johnson, Assistar;t
Secretary of the Navy. NegotiatiOJ\•
are in progress with recording stai·
William Withers for the musici
Withers, who served in the Navy for
nine years, has recorded several
hits including "Grandma's Hands"
When completed the film will be
shown in schools and local recruiting stations.

Most students who attend the Wil,liam Mitchell College of Law know
very little about the man whom
their law school was named after.
Although he is ranlced as one of the
nation's foremost jurists, little has
been written about him and the details concerning his life are quite
sketchy.
William Mitchell, son of Scotch
parents, was born Nov. 11, 1832 in
Canada. Graduating from college at
Cannonsburg, Pennsylvania in 1853,
he practiced law in Virginia for
several years. Seeking his destiny in
the West he arrived by steamboat in
Winona, Minn., in April, 1857 in the
midst of a land depression.
He practiced in Winona until 1874,
earning a reputation as a very able
lawyer. During the early years of
Minnesota's statehood he took two
cases to its supreme court.
Elected judge of the Third District court in 1874, he earned the
respect of the local bar with his fair
and intelligent handling of trials, his
degnified and reserved manner and
his ability to grasp and deal with the
legal problems involved. In 1881 he
was appointed associate justice of
the M!nneso_ta Supreme Court by
Governor John Pillsbury. He held
this position almost 19 years and
was a great influence in the formulation of the law of this state and the
nation.
To the amazement of legal scholars across the country, Minnesota
110ters failed to re-elect him in 1899.
He died eight months later on October 21, 1900.
The opinions Justice Mitchell

Wives To Host
Newcomers
Party
Pat Herbulock, publicity chairman for the Law Wives, has announced plans for their first event
of the 1973-74 school year. The Newcomers' Party, an annual Law
Wives' occasion, has been planned
on a " Welcome Aboard" theme this
year. All wives of Mitchell students
are encouraged to attend, especially
wives of freshmen students.
Maureen Degnen and Judy Wenner, co-chairmen of the party, have
arranged to have Dean Heidenreich
and Don Horton, Student Bar Association president, give short talks
on their views of the problems and
responsibilities of law students.
Mrs. Heidenreich was instrumental
in organizing the Law Wives in 1959
when the Dean was a student at
Mitchell.
Paige Hagstrom, Law Wives'
president, will give a brief resume
of the many upcoming events which
the Law Wives have planned for the
year. The party will be Wednesday,
September 19 at the school, and will
begin at 7:30 p.m. A social hour will
follow the program.

wrote from the supreme court
bench have been used continuously
by text writers for both the principles established and the clarity and
form of writing. He started with the
origin of the law involved in a given
case and then discussed the development of the rules and their applicability to the present question. With
consideration to progress and
common sense he arrived at a principle and applied it to the case at
hand. Then an opinion was formulated and conclusions set forth
clearly and comprehensively so that
others also might gain insight into
the problem.
At the time of his death he was
regarded by practicing attorneys,
law teachers and writers as one of
the most able judges and legal writers in the nation. In 1920 he was acclaimed as one of the greatest jurists ever to sit on any bench in the
United States.
Seeking the inspiration and professional qualities created by Associate Justice Mitchell, the corporation chose his name for the new
school in 1956 when the St. Paul College of Law and the MinneapolisMinnesota College of Law merged.
The latter represented a consolidation of the Minnesota College of
Law which had previously merged
with the Y.M.C.A. College of Law,
and the Minneapolis College of Law
which had previously merged with
the Northwestern College of Law. ·

DAHLCO
Music
and
Vending
Full Line Music
Coin Operated and
Background
Amusement Games
Food and Bevera!{e
Vendin!{

990 Lilydale Road

227-3888
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Frosh Set Undergrad Scholastic Records
by Jeanne Schleh

This year's freshmen at William Mitchell look good on paper,
but they have a hard act to follow.
It's,up to them to continue some dramatic trends in law school
survival set by their predecessors - the current sophomores, juniors and senrors.
As a class, the more than three hundred new freshmen boast
higher average LSAT scores and undergraduate records than any
previous class in Mitchell's history.
·
But LSAT scores and undergraduate records have climbed
steadily at Mitchell in all recent classes, and so has student success.
Many of us remember only too well the Dean's exhortation at
freshman orientation to look at the person on your left and the one
on your right. One was not going to be here next year, he said. That
was once true, but no more.
Last year's graduating class of 67 began in 1969 as a class of
166. One third withdrew before finals the first year, and after
freshman exams only 42 percent of the original class remained.
The contrast to last year's freshmen is striking. Of the 267 who
enrolled in September, only 17 percent dropped out before exams.
When grades came out, 80 percent of the original class had survived. Only 7 of those who took finals had failed.
Some of this year's freshmen are still likely to drop out and a
few may fail, but judging by their pre-law school indicators, it
should be fewer than ever.
LSAT scores and undergraduate records don't tell the whole

Freshmen At A Glance
by Gretchen Quattlebaum

The statistics of the incoming first year class at William
Mitchell show some significant
changes from the entering class of
1972. From a freshman enrollment
of 267 in 1972, the total number of
students has increased this year to
318. Of this total, 74 (or 23 per cent)
are female, which represents an
increase over last year of four per
cent.
The average age of the new first
year students is 25, somewhat above
last year's average age of 24.3. The
average age of this year's females
is 26 years, while that of the males
is 24 years.

are married, which compares with
41 per cent of the entering class in
1972 who were married. It is interesting to note that 49.5 per cent of
the 1971 freshman class were married.
Academically speaking, the 1973
incoming first year class shows a
higher average LSAT score, as well
as a higher undergraduate gradepoint average than did last year's
class. From an average score last
year of 585 on the LSAT and a
G.P.A. of 2.88, this year's incoming
class shows a jump to an average
LSAT score of 591 and G.P.A. of
3.07.
Thirty-five of the new first year
The percentage of married stu- students have master's degrees
dents in the incoming class shows a (with one person having two masnoticeable decrease from 1972. A ter's degrees), and 3 students have
total of 112 students (or 35 per cent) Ph.D. degrees.

story, of course. A third significant factor and one that doesn't show
up in school statistics, is employment. A survey of the 1971 freshmen, conducted last summer, found that students with high pre-law
school indicators tended to achieve only average grades if they
worked full-time while students with average pre-law school scores
tended to earn above average grades if they worked less than fulltime. That not-so-surprising finding took on significance when it
was discovered that fewer than 'half of the 1971 freshmen were employed fulltime during the school year, a far cry from the long held
assumption about William Mitchell stud en ts.
If the apparent movement toward less employment extends to
this year' s freshmen they seem predestined to the high law school
success their admissions scores promise.
Upperclassmen, too, can find some comforting facts in school
statistics. A study of class grades over the last five years indicates
that the longer you survive in law school, the better you perform.
Perhaps the faculty, impressed by a student's sheer persistence,
assumes a corresponding degree of proficiency.
School records show not only that each new class tends to earn
higher grades than the previous one, but that each class tends to
achieve higher grades as it proceeds through law school.
The median grade for last year's graduating class at Mitchell,
for example, was 80.8, As freshmen, their class avera_ge was 72.2.
Moreover, if you're going to flunk out, the odds are overwhelming that it will be in Year One. A handful fail in Year Two.
It's been years since a third or fourth year student failed, though
drop-outs still occur.
It's encouraging to look at school trends on LSAT scores and
grades. It's satisfying to see evidence that the quality of the student
body may be improving. All of us, and particularly this year's freshmen, should feel less intimidated than all earlier students by the
threat of failure. But the overwhelming impact of studying these
records is that it's not primarily brilliance but endurance that will
get any of us through law school.
Freshman LSAT Scores and Survival Rates
1969/70 to 1973/74
Average
LSATScore

Class entering
Fall 1969
1970
1971
1972
1973

519

Enrolled

Took 1st
Year Exams

540

166
319

221

572

298

230

585
591

267
318

221

111

Passed

1st Year
Survival
Rate

70
144

42%

192
214

64
80

45

Median Grades by Class
1st Year

Class entering
Fall 1969
1970
1971
1972

72.2
72.4
74.5
76.5

2nd Year

3rd Year

74.2
76.1
76.0

74.4
79.0

4th Year

80.8

Mitchell To
Host First
LSD Roundtable
The annual 8th Circuit Law
Student Division (LSD) Fall
Roundtable will be held at William Mitchell this year on November 3. Mitchell has never
hosted an L.S.D. event before,
and said LSD representative
Larry Meuwissen, "we want to
put this one over in a manner
befitting an award-winning
school."
He said students are needed
for various planning committees
and correspondence with other
schools, and that anyone who is
an L.S.D. member or is interested in joining the L.S.D. and helping with this event, should attend a short organizational
meeting on Tuesday, September
18, at 8:30 p.m. The meeting will
be held in the Used Bookstore.

BUD GOLDBERG
BOND SERVICE
• All Types Bonds
and Insurance
• TRAFFIC
•CRIMINAL
• DISTRICT OR
FEDERAL COURT
• CONTRACTOR
• PROBATE
• LICENSE
• F. R. BOND
• LICENSED FIRE ADJUSTER

• BAIL BONDS
24 HOUR SERVICE
Anywhere in 50 states
anytime

333-8111
Wounded Knee, Reserve Mining

Across from Courthouse

Student Interns Work On Publicized Cases
Four local law students have just
completed summer internships sponsored by the Law Student Civil Rights
Research Council (LSCRRC). Three
of the students, David Cohoes, Marilyn Neuschwander and Roger Clarke
are from William Mitchell and the
fourth, Lila Shapero, is from the law.
school at the University of Minnesota.
The summer internship program is
intended to give law students frontline experience with progressive
lawyers while increasing the produc-

CLARK

tivity of these lawyers. Each summer, LSCRRC sponsors over 200 internships, providing a subsistence
salary for ten weeks with the help of
the participating law offices, which
are expected to contribute financially
to the program.
LSCRRC interns traditionally have
been involved in a variety of cases of
great importance, and this summer
was no exception.
David Cohoes, a Mitchell sophomore, was assigned to the Wounded
Knee Legal Defense/ Offense Com-

NEVSCHWANDER

mittee in Rapid City, South Dakota.
He was intensely involved in preparation for the defense of over 200 people
indicted as a result of the government's barricade of Wounded Knee in
the spring. His work included not only
legal research, but empirical research for a change of venue motion.
He also was involved with media contact, office management and investigative work on the reservation.
The Reserve Mining suit was the
major focus of Roger Clark's internship. Clark is a junior at Mitchell. He
was assigned to the Minnesota Envi-

CAHOES

ronmental Law Institute, under the
direction of attorney Howard Vogel,
who represents four environmental
groups as intervening plaintiffs in the
government's suit against Reserve's
operation at Silver Bay on Lake Superior.
Marilyn Neuschwander, also a
sophomore, di.d a number of things at
Legal Assistance of Ramsey County,
including research and interviewing.
Her primary responsibility was to the
"significant litigation unit," where
she did research for a federal class
action suit demanding due process in
proceedings which revoke provisional
discharge from mental institutions.
She also assembled a pardon application by lining up letters and witnesses. Ms. Neuschwander will remain at
L.A.R.C. on a part-time basis
throughout the school year.
Indian problems were the concern
of Lila Shapero. Assigned to attorney
Larry Leventhal, her work centered
around the attempt of the Chippewas
in Wisconsin to stop Northern States
Power from obtaining another fiftyyear license for the Chippewa Flowage, which includes 6000 acres of reservation land.
LSCRRC is a ten-year old studentrun organization made up primarily
of Black and Chicano law students.
The local program was administered
by fourth-year Mitchell student Greg
Gaut, who currently serves on the
LSCRRC national board of directors.

326 South Fourth Street
Minneapolis, Minnesota
55415

A. B. HOOTEN
Qualified
Document
Examiner

Opinions rendered

regarding

handwriting, typewriting, erasures,

alterations,

inks

and

related prob Iems.

3813 Sheridan Avenue S.
Minneapolis, Minnesota
WA 2-3060
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SBA Elects
New Officers
The newly-elected SBA
Board members are,
left to right, Mike Fahey,
Don Horton, Kay Silverman, Allan Shapiro,
Trygve Egge, Dale Wolf,
Dale Busacker, Larry
Meuwissen, Bryan
Brown, Stephen Bergerson, Neil Scott, Jim
Lundin and Cara Lee
Neville. Missing are
Tina Isaac and Joe
Cade.

Mitchell Considering New School Facilities
by Bob Straughn
Because of the growth of the
Mitchell student body and lack
of space in the present building,
the college is seriously considering expansion of its physical facilities.
The present school building
was constructed in 1958 to serve
a student body of 350, but is expected to serve 850 students this
year. At least 15 classrooms are
required to accommodate all
classes in the law school building itself if an end is to be
brought to the present situation

which splits students into those Committee members are Judge
using Mitchell and those using Hachey, chairman, John Berg,
the ·St. Thomas facilities.
and Paul Kramer.
The new library is in need of
shelf room for an expected inOne alternative being considcrease of thirty thousand vol- ered for meeting the school' s
umes over the next decade, and needs is to construct a classrequires additional sea ting room building near the present
space for students. More space law school building and retain
is also required for faculty of- the present building for adminisfices, student activities, and trative and library space. A posadministrative facilities.
sible site for this facility is in
A Building Committee has back of the present building
been set up by the Board of where the school already owns
Trustees to investigate the phys- some property facing Grand
ical expansion of the school. Avenue.

Another alternative is to pur- to the full Board of Trustees for
chase and remodel an existing decision on the physical expanbuilding and di spose of the sion of the school.
present facility. Several availA Faculty Physical Facilities
able buildings have been in- Committee has been appointed
spected by the Committee.
to advise the Board of Trustees
on
the needs for space in the
The a rchitectural and engiexpanded
facility. Members of
neering firm of Toltz, King,
Duvall Anderson and Asso- the Committees are Professor
ciates has been retained by the Danforth, chairman, Professors
Committee to provide technical Davies, Florin, Marvin Green ,
and Scott and Bob Straughn ,
advice on the alternatives.
student representative. SuggesWhen the Building Committee tions for features which would
has completed its investigation, be desired in a new facility are
it will make recommendations welcome by the committee.

ABrief forTCF
We opened for business
in 1923.
We have paid interest
regu larly.
We grew to be the largest savings
institution in this part of the
country. (In other words, people
like to do business with us.)
Our assets now exceed one
billion dollars. Our reserve fund
now totals over 78 million dollars,
an important safety factor.
We have a long tradition of
leadership and the experience
that goes with it.
These are the facts that lead us
to say: with our safety, growth,
size, strength, experience and
leadership, Twin City Federal is
in the strongest position to help
you or your clients to save.

Many of our best friends

are lawyers
We try hard to keep them that way by
providing dependable title insurance
service wherever they need it.
And whenever they need it.
So next time you need prompt title insurance
service anywhere in the country, remember us.

Chicago Title
Insurance Company
Minnesota Division Office
4820 West 77th Street
Edina, MinnE?sota 55435

'ICF

Operating in 46 states, the District of
Columbia, Puerto Rico, the Bahamas, the
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'He that can have
patience can have

what he will.'
-Benjamin Franklin

Last 'Family Man' Class

Graduated From Mitchell
by Roberta Keller

"To be learned in the law is a
good thing. To be learned in and
beyond the law is even better."
The Honorable Samuel Freedman, Chief Justice of the Court of
Appeal of Manitoba, Canada, spoke
to 71 graduating seniors and their
friends and families at the William
Mitchell commencement exercises
June 10.
He was awarded the honorary
degree of Doctor of Laws during the
ceremonies.
Chief Justice Freedman urged
the graduates to keep in mind four
significant objectives as they begin
their legal careers.
These were the necessity for civility, the need for high standards of
communication, the need to balance
the claims of continuity and of
change and the need for possession
of learning beyond the law.
Chief Justice Freedman stressed
the need to continue the tradition
that ''the practice of law, in court or
out, be carried out in an atmosphere
of civility . . . in an atmosphere of
mutual trust, of true confidence. ''

He pointed out that courtroom
disruptions, traditionally the result
of impulsive and thoughtless acts,
are now more often deliberate ,
"and their aim is either to frustrate
the normal working of the judicial
process, or in some cases, to use the
courtroom as a forum to publicize a
political cause. ''
The chief justice contrasted the
emergence of "the new advocacy"
which has emerged along with the
"political trials" in which social,
economic and political ideologies
are part of the background of the
case, with traditional advocacy. In
the former, attorneys "assert the
right to take only cases they believe
in, and once in them, they battle
with all their hearts, identifying in a
subjective way with the cause of
their client, with the result that
their performance is often shrill,
rude, and undignified," said the justice. They seem to feel that the ideological factors of the case overrule
the importance of traditional rules
of evidence, canons of ethics and
codes of professional conduct, he
said.

In traditional advocacy, however,
said the justice, the lawyer recognizes that he, as counsel, is "not
stating his own view, but putting the
case for his client in the best way he
can; knowing that the counsel who
is his adversary is doing precisely
the same thing from the opposite
point of view; the whole being designed to enable the Court, with the
aid of both presentations, to arrive
at a just result. "
Chief Justice Freedman also
spoke of the need for high standards
of communication in the legal pr<r
fession . An educated lawyer is
usually clear and precise, he said,
not daring to leave any doubt about
his meaning, whether addressing a
court, writing an opposing lawyer,
or drawing a contract.
"Elegance of literary style may
be denied to most of us. But at least
we should recognize that the first
essential of good writing is clarity, "
said the chief justice.
"What a delight it is . . . to hear
the lawyer who says what should be
See 'Graduation', page nine

'Congrats,
Pop!'
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Last Class of 'Fa111ily Men' Graduated
Continu~d from page 8
said, who omits what should not be
said, and who without sacrificing
any of the solid substance of his
case, is able to present it so that it
reaches the court in that welcome
and agreeable way which is the hallmark of the great men of our profession," he said.

The chief justice also stressed the
need for an attorney to balance the
claims of continuity and of change.
Common law tends to look backward to precedent cases for a sense
of certainty and stability. Some
judges, in making their decisions,
said the justice, like nothing better
than to find a similar case in the law

books and base their decisions on
that.
However, there are limits to the
use of precedent, he said. Cases are
seldom similar and even when they
might appear so, the present situation may be very different.
The chief justice praised the
House of Lords, the Supreme Court

He has served as president of the
Manitoba Bar Association, the
B'Nai B'Rith Winnipeg Lodge No.
650, and the Medical-Legal Society
of Manitoba. He has also served as
chairman of the Rhodes Scholarship
Selection Committee for Manitoba
and is a member of the Board of
Governors of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
William H. Abbott, president of
the board of trustees, introduced
Chief Justice Freedman and conferred the degree of Juris Doctor on
the graduates, who were presented
by Dean Douglas Heidenreich.

Broad knowledge and a familiarity with other areas of learning hopefully will bring a better sense of
values, insistence upon high standards in all things, both in and outside of the profession, he said. A
breadth of knowledge may not bring
material wealth, but " I should like
to think that it may still produce
enrichments of a different kind, and
that the educated lawyer will be
conscious of the worth of these treasures," said the chief justice.

William MitcheWs
class of '73,
diplomas in hand,
prepares to face
the world
as attorneys.

\.

People's Law School
Offers Second Session
The Peoples' Law School, a project of the Twin Cities Chapter of
the National Lawyers Guild, offered
its second series of courses in late
August. The free courses were
geared toward giving practical legal knowledge to lay people so that
they can better deal with common
problems. Each of the four courses
ran for three nights at the Martin
Luther King Center in the SummitUniversity area of St. Paul.
The courses covered the areas of
tenants' rights, consumer rights,
welfare rights, and street · rights.
The Tenants' Rights course covered
such problems as getting security
deposits back and using the housing
code to improve living conditions.
The consumer course focused on the
pitfalls of buying cars and appliances on credit. The rights of citizens when stopped, searched or arrested by the police was the subject
of the Street Rights course. The

Law School, the justice has been
awarded 12 honorary law degrees in
the last 13 years from universities
in Canada, the United States and
Israel.

of Canada and the Supreme Court of
the United States, each of which has
at least recently regarded itself not
necessarily rigidly bound to its own
earlier decisions.
"Such an approach is to be welcomed, " he said. "It attests to a
recognition of the organic character
of the common law, and to the necessity of making the judicial process responsive to the needs of a
changing society."
Lawyers should also strive for
"possession of learning beyond the
law," said Chief Justice Freedman.

rights of welfare recipients and
questions of eligibility was covered
by the course on welfare rights.
The teachers for the courses are
attorneys employed by various legal
aid and public defender offices in
the metropolitan area. In addition,
Bob Herr, head of the Consumer
Division of the Attorney General's
office, helped out in the Consumer
Rights course.

mation and help." Gaut is a fourthyear student at William Mitchell.
The National Lawyers Guild is an
organization of progressive lawyers, law students and legal workers interested in meaningful change
in the structure of our legal, political and economic systems. The
Twin Cities chapter was formed in
January of this year.

The first series of courses offered
by the Peoples' Law School was at
South High in Minneapolis in April.
The National Lawyers Guild intends
to continue the project, offering
courses on a regular basis at differ
ent locations throughout the Twin
Cities, said Greg Gaut, coordinator
of the project. The purpose of the
school, Gaut said, is " to try to bring
knowledge of legal rights and processes to people who are victimized
by their lack of access to legal infor-

"Aim high," he told the graduates. "Beware of the cynicism of
the worldly-wise cynic. Not all the
dreams of youth must end in defeat
and frustration. There are great
tasks to be done, great challenges to
be met, great victories to be won. "
Chief Justice Freedman has been
a member of the Court of Appeal for
Manitoba, the highest court of the
province, since 1960. He was appointed Chief Justice of that court
in 1971. Formerly, from 1952 to 1960,
he served as a Judge of the Court of
Queen's Bench of Manitoba.
From June, 1959, to June, 1968,
Chief Justice Freedman served in
the honorary post of Chancellor of
the University of Manitoba.
A 1933 graduate of the Manitoba

Also attending the commencement exercises were trustees Hon.
Ronald Hachey, Ronald M. Hubbs,
Andrew N. Johnson, James E. Kelley, Russell T. Lund, Richard A.
Moore and Cyrus Rachie and Rev.
Arthur H. Braun of St. Paul, who
gave the invocation.
This year's graduating class was
the last which was predominantly
'family men.' The typical Mitchell
law student has long been identified
as one who has a wife, family and a
full-time job. This image was noticably altered when the present senior class entered as freshmen, and
has been increasingly diminished
over the past two years, and by this
year' s freshmen.

Saving Energy
Makes Cents.

NSP

With the only complete title plants in Hennepin and
Ramsey Counties, we expect you to call us often. So
we're prepared. With an experienced staff ready to
give you SuperService. Call us on any title matter
- often.

0

Call Minnesota Title for

SBA Used Bookstore
Increases Se rvices Offered
The SBA Used Bookstore opened
this year with a much larger supply
of books than was the case last
year. The Summer School program
helped keep the bookstore open during the summer and many students
used the opportunity to bring their
books in early.
A new service was offered
through · the Used Bookstore on a
trial basis this summer. The B.N.A.
U.S. Law Week was offered for a 10
week period for $4.50 per student.
This low rate is possible because the
copies are mailed in bulk and distributed on campus. The Used Book
Store managers expect to offer a

full year subscription which normally costs about $160.00 for less
than $20.00 in the near future .
The Used Bookstore is financed
by a 10 per cent commission on all
books sold and by the sale of previous years' exams. All profits are
paid to the managers. In the past
year each manager received approximately $400 .00. The Used
Bookstore managers serve the student body in the distribution of student I.D. cards, Student Directories, and any number of Student
surveys. This year William Mitchell
College of Law car window decals
will be sold at the bookstore.

Students Named To Committees
Last May, at a faculty meeting, three permanent committees were established, and it
was agreed that a student would
be appointed to each one. The
students have now been appointed to the respective committees
and anyone with ideas or grievances, or who needs information

should call their committeeman
now. The student representatives on the committees are
Robert 0. Straughn, Physical
Facilities (building); Steven
Doyle, Scholarship; and Joseph
B. Marshall and Greg Gaut,
Curriculum.
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Law Student· Division Has National Convention
The annual convention of the
American Bar Association was held
August 5-8 in Washington, D.C.
In his address to the convention,
Chief Justic'e Warren Burger

stressed the need for reform in the
Federal Judicial system.
The Chief Justice first talked
about the Federal District Courts.
He said that the caseload on them
can be reduced by modifying diversity jurisdiction so that car accidents do not end up in the federal
courts merely because the parties
are from two different states, by
increasing the number of district
and circuit judges, and by ending
direct appeal from the three judge
district court to the United States
Supreme Court. He also discussed
the new canons of judicial ethics
and stated that salary increases
must be given to district judges in
order to attract the top men in the
field of litigation to the federal
bench.
Burger then discussed the U.S.
Courts of Appeals. Their caseloads
have tripled in the last twenty
years, Burger said, and alternatives
are needed to appeal in criminal
cases and suits under the civil
rights act. He said that what is
needed is a federal procedure for
hearing prisoner complaints within
the prison system before appeal is
allowed. The states should also implement a parallel procedure and
federal judges should have a U.S.
magistrate for the preliminary
hearing of habeas corpus pleas. He
emphasized that fairness and justice must not be sacrificed for expediency.
In discussing the needs of the U.S.
Supreme Court the Chief Justice
stated that no person who looks at
the facts and knows history can ra·tionally assume that nine justices
can do this task as it should be done.
He was referring to the 300 per cent

increase in cases docketed since
1953. He thanked Paul Freund for
his valuable public service in proposing an intermediate court of
appeals and said that opponents
should offer their own alternatives.
He concluded by saying that our
standard should be that of Chief
Justice Hughes who said we should
make the courts work as they were
intended to work.
Ramsey Clark, former U.S. Attorney General, addressed the Law
Student Division. Clark said he used
to believe that the republic was
permanent but not anymore; we
could lose it! He recapped the great
decisions of the Warren court, saying that Earl Warren has done the
most for justice today. Clark then
talked about the threats to the republic and the need for change. We
have the capacity to solve every
problem but what we need is the
liberation of our energies to solve
them. He emphasized the need for
selflessness and compassion in the
law to reach these ends.

Warre n Burger, Chief Justice of the United States Su preme
Court, a gra duate of Willia m Mitchell, took ti me followi ng his
s peech at the ABA/LSD Co nvention to vi sit with Mitchell SBA
members Larry Meuwissen, Peter Van Bergen, and Kay Silverman. Meuwissen is Mitchell's representative to the LSD.
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SBA Members
Attend The
National
LSD Convention

The Real Property, Probate and
Trust Section presented a joint pro-

gram with the section on Taxation.
The program centered around the
tax consequences of powers under
wills and trusts. John Cohan's presentation on splitting powers between fiduciaries was the highlight
of the program. This is a relatively
new and not often used concept, and
provides for trustees with specific
powers in their specialized areas.
For example a stockbroker could be
appointed as a trustee with the limited power of making investment
decisions, and a near relative could
be appointed as a trustee for purposes of accumulating income or
distributing it to the beneficiaries
as they need it.
For the Committee on Food and
Drug Laws of the Section on Corporations, Business and Banking,

•

Harvey L. Hensel, Assistant General Counsel for Swift & Co., spoke on
open dating laws and their problems. Sixteen states (including
Minnesota) have some type of open
dating law. The problems arise in
deciding what products should be
dated, what is "perishable," and
what date to use.
Mr. Hensel favored federal laws
to solve the problem and talked
about the constitutional aspects of
the state laws. Many cases are
pending as to the validity of these
laws and they are being attacked as
discriminatory, and an interference
with interstate commerce and on
grounds of pre-emption by federal
law. Hensel said that the food industry must work with national and
local consumer groups and push for
federal legislation which would
provide uniformity among the
states.
Walter E. Byerly, Wa_itungton
D.C. attorney, discussed three philosophies of food labeling: the consumer's, industry's, and the Federal Food and Drug Administration's.
None, he said, is correct, and there
is no uniformity among them. The
consumer is well-meaning but often
misinformed and overzealous, while
the industries are often merely
profit motivated, and the F.D.A.
has taken the position that the congressional act creating it allows it
to do whatever is not expressly prohibited to it by the statute.

a

"A Free Press" was the subject
of a Law Student Division (LSD)
panel discussion chaired by Jack
Landau, a member of the New York
bar and a correspondent for the
Newhouse News. Members of the
panel included William D. Ruckleshaus, former director of the Environmental Protection Agency, former FBI acting director, and presently an acting deputy attorney
general; James Goodale, general
counsel for the New York Times
and described as the "quarterback"
behind the Pentagon Papers case;

and Richard Schmidt, a reporter for
CBS and a member of the Society of
News Editors.
Rucklehaus stressed that the
number of cases emanating from
courts today involving the powers
and privileges of newspapers and
newsmen is indicative of the growing power of the press. He contended that the press is really the only
institution able to compete with the
executive branch in determining
which are the important issues the
American people will be called on to
decide. Stating that "those who
have power must bear the burden of
due process," the acting deputy attorney general emphasized that the
press must exercise power with diligence and care, or pay the penalty
for its misuse.
Pointing primarily at Watergate,
Ruckleshaus theorized that the
press has caused the public to question whether powerful leaders, presumably referring only to government officials and employees, are
acting in society's interest. While
admitting that government will
have to be more honest with its citizens if it hopes to regain public confidence, Ruckleshaus asserted that
the position of power the press now
enjoys compels it be "doubly scrupulous," to avoid abuse of the first
amendment privilege.
Goodale countered by asking to
whom Ruckleshaus was suggesting
the press be responsible. He wondered whether Ruckleshaus was
implying that some governmental
agency oversee th!;! task. Goodale's
answer was, simply, that truth
emerges by putting forth all the
"facts" and allowing competition
among members of the press and
public examination insure such a
result. Negating Ruckleshaus' argument that the press occupies a position of near pre-eminence in the
American power structure, Goodale
contended that courts are "overridSee 'Convention', page eleven
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ing barriers" to any possible abuses
by the press. He citied recent decisions allowi,ng courts to punish
newsmen for failing to reveal
sources and requiring newspapers
to give free space to candidates attacked in editorial columns as examples of judicial control of the
press.
Schmidt answered Ruckleshaus
by quoting Jefferson ("newspapers
without government is preferable to
government without newspapers"),
Madison ("some degree of abuse is
inseparable from the free and responsible exercise of the press")
and Blackstone ("free press means
absence of prior restraint. " ) A 1973
case, U.S. v. Dickenson, upheld contempt convictions of newsmen who
violated a federal court's order enjoining publication of testimony at
pre-trial hearings even after the
court's order was declared unconstitutional. Schmidt argued that an
affirmation of this case by the United States Supreme Court would deal
a near lethal blow to the ability of
the press to freely perform its role
as adversary and critic to institutionalized government.
Following the panel discussion,
Ruckleshaus was repeatedly questioned by William Mitchell LSD
representative Larry Meuwissen as
to what he meant when he stated
that the press would have to bear
the burden of misusing its power.
Ruckleshaus denied that government control would be the answer
but avoided explaining who he
thought should oversee the relationship among the press, the government and its citizens.
The answers to "Do We Need
New Prisons and Jails? were as
divergent as the backgrounds of
those addressing the subject when
that topic was discussed by the
Criminal Law Section of the ABA.
Milton G. Rector, President of
the National Council on Crime and
Delinquency, expressed the view
that improved pre-trial procedures
coupled with the elimination of victimless crimes would reduce present prison populations and the rate
of recidivism. Rector emphasized
that the dehumanization occurring
in "modern" prisons stimulates
prison unrest and works against
reforming prisoners.
His answer? Remove as many
people from prisons as possible as
soon as possible. Although the public expects prisons to reform offenders, statistics reveal that the recidivism rate is 2/3 and not improving. Even though there is a need for
incarceration in some cases, Rector
stated, probation should be more
readily granted when corrections
officials determine, after study of
each offender's case, that release
poses no substantial danger to the
community.
Rector sees the Wisconsin system, in which 90 per cent of all felony offenders are placed on probation, as a model of corrections reform. He contended that recent
studies show recidivism rates as
low as 8 per cent in jurisdictions
employing more liberal probation
policies.
Rector urged that no useful purpose is served by incarcerating individuals convicted of "victimless
crimes'' since the offender only
becomes hardened against society
and schooled in more serious
crimes. When incarceration is needed, Rector believes that attitudes
aimed at meeting human needs
must be developed by prison guards
3.nd officials if prisons are ever to
serve any purpose other than punishment.
Peter B. Bensinger, Executive
Director of the Chicago Crime
Commission, member of the ABA
Commission on Correctional Facilities and Services and the former
director of the Illinois Department
of Corrections, argued that the

United States has 19th century prisons - "fortresses" - and that modern
facilities are desperately needed.
Bensinger emphasized that when
laws mandating decent and sanitary
housing are ignored in prisons, not
only are prisoners denied equal protection of the law, they are alienated from a society that wishes to
convert them. Bensinger urged
developing a system of public hearings whereby prison problems and
prisoner needs can be communicated to private and public citizens.
The most passionate and lengthy
analysis of the topic was made by
John 0. Boone, a black man and the
former Massachusetts Commissioner of Corrections. According to
Boone, a "good judicial system" is
the solution to problems created
and perpetuated by an ineffective
correction system. One obstacle is
that people either don't know what
prisons do or simply don't care.
Until attitudes change Boone favors
abolishing all prisons as soon as
possible.
Boone argues prisons might be
effective crime deterrents to the
middle class and wealthy, since it is
they who have the most to lose in
the degrading experience of incarceration. He stressed, however,
that the majority of the prison population is composed of blacks, poor
whites, and the underprivileged to
whom imprisonment is just like
going home to their own community. And with each incarceration,
Boone says, the offender becomes a
more proficient guerrilla. Racism,
he said, is the major obstacle to
innovative corrections, such as frequent probation and communitybased programs.
Peter J. Pitchess, the Sheriff of
Los Angeles County and the Vice
Chairman of the National Advisory
Commission on Criminal Justice
Standards and Goals, vigorously
attacked suggestions that probation
is a step in the direction of effective
reform. Pitchess believes the reasons so often advanced for the preservation of the present system - that
prisons protect society, reform the
offender and deter others - are still
viable. Pitchess contends courts
must bear some of the responsibility for the failure of correction systems to be more effective than they
are because judges are hesitant to
send offenders to jail; to punish
them. The only "toughening up" by
modern courts, Pitchess joked, is
that they are handing out longer
suspended sentences.

Stating he favors rehabilitation
for those who want to be rehabilitated. Pitchess feels correction officials have not done an adequate job
of screening candidates for the rehabilitation programs.
Pitchess warned advocates of
reform that the public is "fed up"
with violence and that if the present
trend of violent crime continues
people are going to demand offenders be given harsher sentences in
order to protect their community.

Bar Exam
Results Are

Made Known
The OPINION has learned that
most of the results of the July Bar
Exam have been mailed to the participants. The results, which will
not be made public for several
weeks, were reportedly mailed last
Tuesday. This is the earliest that
the results have been returned in
recent memory, despite the fact
that an abnormally large number of
graduates took the exam.
Sources close the the Board of
Law Examiners told the OPINION
that adjustments had been made

this year in the procedure for notifying participants of the results. In
past years, the results were seldom
released until the first or second
week in October. Reliable sources
have said that the adjustment is a
result of recognition by the Board of
the growing dissatisfaction among
law students and legislators with
what is felt to be an unfair and unnecessary wait for the Bar Exam
results.
Last year, the William Mitchell
SBA vigorously lobbied for legislation which would abolish the need
for a graduate of an accredited
Minnesota law school to take a Bar
Exam as a prerequisite to practicing law in this state. One issue of
the OPINION, which contained a
special four-page supplement on the
Diploma Privilege, was hand-delivered to each legislator. During that
time, many legislators were made
aware of, and expressed concern
and dissatisfaction with, the long
delay between the time when the
exam was given and when the outcome was finally made known.

First Time Ever

Faculty Evaluation Conducted By SBA
by Mike Fahey and Trygve Egge

This fall, for the first time ever, the faculty of William Mitchell
received a school-wide evaluation of their teaching techniques and
course materials. The evaluation was conducted through the use of
written class surveys, administered and tabulated by the Student
Bar Association.
The results of the evaluation have been presented solely to the
individual professors. By withholding publication of the evaluation
results, it is hoped that the professors will recognize that the surveys are intended solely as a vehicle of constructive criticism and in
no way and in no circumstances as a personal chastisement.
In order for the program to be successful, the professors must
recognize the validity of the survey's results and make a sincere
effort to improve on what the evaluations list as their respective
weak areas, if any.
Part of the long-range plan of the program is to present the
Dean with a copy of the results of subsequent surveys. If the evaluations consistently depict a failure by the professor to improve certain weak points, the Student Bar Association will affirmatively
request that the Dean bring these matters to the teacher's attention. If the particular weaknesses were serious and persist even after the Dean has met with the teacher, disciplinary action or termination
of employment would be requested. Examples of serious failThis year, the Board of Bar Examiners has decided to notify those ures, would be: a teacher constantly missing or calling off classes
who either passed or failed, if there without a good reason; a teacher not covering a significant amount
was no doubt as to their passing or of the designated course materials; or a teacher regularly coming
failing, while withholding those to class unprepared or merely reading verbatim the class text.
The survey <;:onducted last spring, aside from the uniqueness of
exams which were marginal for further review. In the past, no results results for each teacher, revealed two basic complaints. The primahad been released ·until the margin- ry criticism for nearly every class was that the text was either
al exams had been reviewed, which outmoded or ineffective as a tool in understanding the subject mattakes from three to four extra ter of the course. There is some concern by the SBA that this comweeks.
plaint may reflect the general dissatisfaction with the case book
Informed sources have told the method of study.
OPINION that as the situation now
The second predominant criticism was that there was too much
stands, 83 per cent of all those who material that the teacher attempted to cover and that most materitook the exam passed. Of the 67 al did not receive adequate attention. This complaint is age-old and
Mitchell graduates who sat for the likewise points a critical finger at the traditional approach of the
exam, 81 per cent have reportedly case book method.
passed to date. Of the 64 Mitchell
The usefulness of the evaluations will not become clear overgrads who took it for the first time,
all but ten have been notified that night. The professors will not necessarily change whatever "bad
they have passed. Three Mitchell habits" are indicated because of one evaluation. But if the profesgrads were taking the Bar Exam for sors are sincere and the student body faithfully relays their conthe second time, and all either structive criticism through the evaluations each year, positive
failed or are marginal cases which changes in the quality of education offered at William Mitchell will
are being reviewed.
become a mainstay and not just idle talk in our hallowed halls.
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Student Loan Situation Is Tightening Up
by Ed Lief

If a student qualifies for a federally-insured student loan, he or
she must then find out what financial institutions will actually loan
the money. As of the last week of August, most of the larger banks
and savings and loan associations in the Twin City area were making student loans - but usually only to their own customers and often with additional restrictions.
The Opinion found the situation to be as follows:
Commercial Banks - St. Paul Area:
Mr. William Mandel, assistant vice president of First National
Bank of St. Paul termed the situation "very bleak right now," adding 'our situation changes every day." However the bank is "still
making the loans. ' He said that William Mitchell students have
generally been successful in obtaining loans there. Mandel said the
bank s chief focus is on students who live in St. Paul. Once a student
takes out a loan at the bank, the bank will endeavor to "see the student through to gradua tion, " he said. Although the bank has "no
stringent ground rules,' Mandel indicated the bank's first responsibility is to its customers.
Northwestern National Bank of St. Paul is out of the student
loan program for " at least a couple months. ' Mr. Stan Lang of the
personal banking department said the bank has 'a third of a million
dollars· tied up in such loans and that as the students r epay, that
amount of money will again become available for student loans.
American National Bank quit making student loans "about
three years ago," according to Mr. Rick Hess, personal banker. He
said, ''It got to be too big a problem; students didn' t repay.''
First Grand Avenue State Bank is making the loans "on a very
restricted basis." Assistant Cashier Bob Gibson explained the bank
will loan ''up to $1,000 per school year' to customers. He said, "The
people we have an obligation to help are those who have had accounts with us for a reasonable period of time for a number of
years. '
Highland Park State Bank has made no loans since last year,
except to customers of two years or more. Assistant Cashier Pat
McGill said, "We are trying to get away from the paper work· the
regulations are changing so frequently.''
Liberty State Bank is making loans "only to our customers"
who have had accounts there for one year or more.
Midway National Bank makes no federally-insured loans, but
does make United Student Aid Fund loans to checking account customers who have had the account for at least six months.
Suburban National Bank at Rosedale is making the loans to its
customers.
Commercial banks - Minneapolis Area:
Northwestern National Bank of Minneapolis is making the
loans only to those who have previous student loans from that bank.
First National Bank of Minneapolis is making the loans "with
qualifications," according to Bob Nelson of the installment loan
department. The qualifications are:
1) The student must live in Minneapolis or in a suburb of Minneapolis - unless he or she has prior student loans from the bank.
2) No loans will be made to a student who has previous student
loans from other financial institutions - unless the student has had
a checking or savings account at First Minneapolis for at_least six
months.
Nelson added: "There is no guarantee of anything. We're operating on a day to day basis. We are trying to serve the community,
bu t you can only serve the community to a point.''
Marquette National Bank is the only financial institution surveyed which requires that.a student's parents live in the Twin Cities
in order that the student even be considered for a loan.

Speakers' Bureau
To Continue
Again This Year
This year begins the second season for the WMCL Speakers' Bureau. The program was established
with the philosophy that in addition
to the ordinary and everyday functions which a lawyer must perform,
he will also be required to spend
extra hours keeping up with the
developments within his special
field and the law profession as a
whole. Thus, the series is collectively known as The Extra Hour, and
speakers are chosen in view of their
expertise in a particular field.
In the past, an effort has been
made to intermix topics and speakers of a scholastic nature, a practical nature and a controversial na-

ture. This year's format will remain
substantially the same as last
year's.
The Extra Hour will be held at
the college at 8:30 in the evening on
the first Tuesday of each month during the school year, and reminders
will be given to students as each
date approaches.
Don Horton, Mitchell senior, and
president of the SBA, will continue
as chairman of the Speakers Bureau. Horton set up the Bureau last
year.
To start off ~nis year's Extra
Hour, a representative of the insurance business will discuss the various methods which a practicing
lawyer can use to establish financial security upon which he can rely
upon his retirement. Don Horton,
Speaker's Bureau chairman, said he
feels the topic will be most relevant
and informative, in view of the
trend towards earlier retirement.

Mrs. Margaret Driscoll, personal banking officer, said that the
parent residence requirement does apply to graduate and professional school students, regardless of their age. She said, "We realize some students are completely independent of their parents, but
students move frequently." Therefore, even if a student has had a
checking or savings account at Marquette for several years, he or
she will not even be considered for a loan if the parents live outside
the Twin Cities. Mrs. Driscoll said, " We want to be able to contact
the parents by phone at any time."
Marquette has these additional requirements:
1) The student or parents must have at least a " one year account relationship" with Marquette. Again, there is emphasis on the
parents. Mrs. Driscoll said, "We prefer that it be the parents account. Then it is apt to be more long-term, more stable."
2) The student may not have any previous student loans from
other financial insitutions.
Mrs. Driscoll added that it "is easier" for graduate students
than for undergraduates to get loans. However, she emphasized,
" we're keeping the loans at a minimum."
Midland National Bank is continuing to make the loans to customers who have had checking accounts there for at least one year
which " have been properly handled." Ms. Margaret Matthews of
the loan department said, "We have a number of Mitchell students
on our books and we don't disqualify someone with a loan from another bank.''
National City Bank makes the loans only to those who already
have checking or savings accounts at the bank.
Among the banks which are not making any student loans are:
University National Bank, Americana State Bank of Edina, and
Bank of Minneapolis and Trust Co.
Mutual Savings Banks:
Farmers and Mechanics Savings Bank of Minneapolis, Minnesota' sonly mutual savings bank, is making student loans to "Minnesota residents or those going to school here." There is no requirement that one be a customer of F&M. However, a student with previous student loans from other financial institutions will be disqualified.
Savings and Loan Associations:
Twin City Federal is making student loans to those who have
had a TCF savings account for at least 90 days.
Midwest Federal, after several years of heavy involvement in
student loans, has quit making such loans.
Minnesota Federal makes no federally-insured student loan:s.
Mr. Jim Smith of the Macalester-Groveland office said Minnesota
Federal's only student loan plan is an installment-type loan which
must be "repaid in monthly installments right away."
First Federal Savings of Minneapolis is making student loans
to those who have had First Federal Savings accounts for at least
six months.
Home Federal Savings is making the loans to those who have
had Home Federal accounts "some time before having applied for
the loan."
Among the savings and loans making no student loans are:
Northern Federal, First Federal of Saint Paul, and Hennepin Federal of Minneapolis.
Most of the financial institutions surveyed indicated that when
there is a requirement that the student be a "customer," it is sufficient if the student's parents have been customers. Also, most of the
loan officers interviewed said they are uncertain about what the
student loan situation will be two months from now.

Scholarships Committee Reconsidering Criteria
by Steve Doyle

The Student-Faculty Committee
on Financial Assistance will vote on
a proposal to make grants to students primarily on the basis of need.
Although need is the primary standard, where applicants' needs are
similar, the Committee intends to
give limited consideration to such
factors as scholastic standing and
employment status.
Grants will be made from funds
contributed by law firms, individuals, foundations and corporations
for regular and minority grants.
Regular grants will be awarded
to students entering their second,
third or fourth year, and in unusual
circumstances to students entering
their first year.
Because of the limited funds
available, most grants will be for

one-half annual tuition, although in
cases of unusual need full-tuition
grants will be made. The Committee does not presently intend to
award grants fot less than one-half
tuition, and they will be payable
directly to the school.
Minority grants from funds contributed for that purpose will be
made to students entering their
first, second, third, or fourth year.
These will be for one-half or full tuition and, in cases of unusual need,
an amount to assist in payment of
some of the applicant's living expenses may be granted.
The Committee will consider applicants whose income and total
resources available for use during
the nine month academic year

(September through May) will not
exceed the following amounts:

Unmarried student:
$ 4,310
Married student:
$ 5,500
For one child, $530 may be added
to the total, and for each additional
child, an addition of $425 may be
added.
If both husband and wife are fulltime students, the amount for married students can be increased by
$750.

The Committee knows that there
may be unusual circumstances irL
which an applicant whose resources
exceed the amounts specified above
should be considered for a grant.
Students who feel they have such
circumstances should submit applications describing them.
Because of the limited funds
available, meeting the standards
should not be taken as guaranteeing
receipt of a grant.
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The Diploma Privilege:
A Status Report
by Don Horton, Chairman
SBA Professional Qualifications Committee

During the past few years, law students especially those
from WMCL have been actively pursuing_reform of the administration of the bar exam in Minnesota. Having received
little sympathy from the Supreme Court and the Board of
Law Examiners (MSBLE ) the students, during the last session of the Minnesota Legislature, lobbied for a law instituting the diploma privilege in Minnesota.
The bill received overwhelming support from the Legislature. It passed through the House Judiciary Committee and
the full House with ease. It survived its greatest test when it
favorably passed through the Senate Judiciary Committee
afte-r enduring an in-depth critical analysis by the committee
and direct attack in the hearings by the MSBLE.
Assurances were given as late as 2 :00 p.m. on the last day
for passing bills that the bill would be passed by the Senate.
pointed to the Minnesota Supreme Court, give an interesting, informal talk about his days
as a law student at William
Mitchell's predecessor, the St.
Paul College of Law.
Scott also directed a part of
his talk to the issues surroundWilliam Mitchell' s Pierce ing the Watergate scandal and
Butler Chapter of the Phi Alpha expressed his absolute faith in
Delta (PAD) law fraternity the grand jury system.
hosted a luncheon during the
Dean Hiedenreich, special
summer vacation. The lunch- guest at the luncheon, was preeon, which was held at the Hot sented an honorarium in recogFish Shop in Mendota, was at- nition of his being selected as
tended by fraternity members fraternity alumus of the year.
and other interested Mitchell New fraternity president Bob
students.
Nardi, in presenting the award,
Those attending heard George noted that "Dean Hiedenreich is
Scott, former Hennepin County always willing to help - always
Attorney who had just been ap- there when we need him."

Mitchelrs Law
Frat Continues
Growth Trend

The fraternity plans to continue with its luncheon series
throughout the school year and
will continue to invite experienced attorneys to speak at each
one.
At the present time the fraternity has 45 members. The
membership at Mitchell grew
from almost nothing a year ago
to its present size. Nardi was
notified last spring that the
Pierce Butler Chapter had been
designated the Most Improved
Chapter in the Eighth Circuit for
the 1972-73 school year. He
hopes, he said, to continue the
growth trend of the past year.
The fraternity will hold reguSee 'Fraternity', page sixteen

Ourmost
valuable assets
aren't
in the vault.
Together We Can Make It Happen
They're our people .•. always ready
to take care of your financial
needs carefully.
And courteously.
: 1~
Come in and
'-"""
get acquainted.
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It would seem likely that the SBA will be able to simply
push the bill through in January. Unfortunately, the situation
is not that simple. It seems the Minnesota Supreme Court has
suddenly and directly stepped into the picture.

The high court on June 29, in Sbarwood v. Hatfield,
N.S.2d
,
Minn.
(1973) stated once against
its position that it has "inherent power to r egulate the practice of law, ' and that the Legislature may not r estrict that
power. As a result of this decision, it seems certain that the
Supreme Court would rule a diploma privilege unconstitutional.
It is clear then that the SBA can proceed in one of three
ways. First, we can push the diploma privilege bill through
and let the Court rule it unconstitutional. Second, we can attach a rider to the current diploma privilege bill which will
say in effect that if the diploma privilege is ruled unconstitutional the examination shall be given four times a year with
certification of results within thirty days as mandatory.
Third we can amend the diploma privilege bill to merely
read as the current law reads except increase the number of
times the exam is given to four times a year with certification
within thirty days.

The initial reaction of those who have worked long and
hard for diploma privilege is something akin to ''damn the
torpedoes-full speed ahead"; let' s go with the first option.
Such an action would gain several things. First, credibility. The Court and Board of Bar Examiners would know that
when they sit down with the students of WMCL, they had better bargain and bargain in good faith because we will produce
change with or without them. Second, it would give us the
moral victory. Third, the public would become aware of how
unreasonable the position of the Court really is. Fourth, even
more sympathy and support would be obtained from the Legislature.
However, viewed in light of what our goal bas always
been it would appear that this is not the best way to proceed.
We have maintained from the start that we are mor e concerned about the hardships imposed on law students and their
wives and children by the manner of the administration of the
examination in Minnesota, than a moral victory.
H we push the bill through as it is and it is ruled unconstitutional, we will have only gained another year of har dships
for the students of WMCL and their families, because by then
it will be too late in '74 to get a bill introduced to increase the
number of times the exam is given.

FIRST GRAND AVENUE STATEBANK
OFSAINTPAUL.1071 GRAND AVENUE
Phone 226-1071

What happened next is unclear. What is clear is that
whatever happened, the bill was not called for a vote. The
result? The bill now sits in a "legislative limbo" until January, when the Legislature reconvenes. At that time, the bill
will still be waiting to be called.

Member FDIC

H we go with the second or third option, however, and
succeed, we will have removed the hardship while those who
are so motivated can campaign for a constitutional amendment which will apparently be necessary to convince all concerned that no branch of government, least of all the Court,
has a grant of absolute "inherent power" to use in whatever
way it sees fit.
The SBA Professional Qualifications Committee feels
that the second or third options present the most reasonable
ways to attain our objectives.
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Washington, D.C. Convention

LSD Representatives' Report
by

Larry Meuwissen

The more exciting parts of the ABA-LSD convention have been
extensively reported elsewhere in this issue. As William Mitchell's
voting delegate at the Law Student Division (LSD) conv~ntion, I
attended to some of the more routine business of the convention.
The election of national officers and the consideration of resolutions
were overshadowed by a controversy over the role students attending non-ABA approved law schools should have in the Law Student
Division.
In 1969 students from non-approved law schools were first allowed to join the LSD and were given all the privileges associated
with membership. In April of 1973, the Law Student Division Board
of Governors passed a resolution to strip nearly all privileges of
membership from students attending non-approved schools. This
action was subsequently confirmed by the parent-ABA's Board of
Governors.
The politicking that resulted from this single action was intense. A clear majority of the LSD House of Delegates wanted to
reverse the Board of Governor's earlier action and restore the disenfranchised students to full membership. The House, however,
was severely divided on the proper means of accomplishing that
goal. A majority of the House was intent on restoring those rights as
the first order of business, notwithstanding many patient explanations that such action was illegal and beyond the power of the LSD
House of Delegates under the LSD Constitution and bylaws, and
under the ABA Constitution and bylaws.
Once action was taken by the parent organization, it was not
legally possible for the LSD House of Delegates to unilaterally reverse the action of the LSD Board of Governors. The best that could
be done was to recommend to the ABA that students from non-ABA
approved schools be restored to full rights of LSD membership.
Only the ABA could restore it.
Through a process of misguided parliamentary maneuvering, a
two-thirds majority was convinced that the rules could be circumvented by resolving the House of Delegates into a committee of the
whole which could recognize any members it chose. In this way students from non-ABA approved law schools were permitted to run
for office and vote on all matters that came to the floor.
This representative argued that the legality of any action taken
at the meeting could be jeopardized by such an incompetent procedure, and that nothing serious would be lost if the non-approved students did not regain their rights until ABA approval could be secured sometime after the 1973 House of Delegates had adjourned.
I supported the principal that the law students should be recognized by the LSD, and I challenged fellow students from approved
law schools to show real concern for their non-approved colleagues
by helping them to meet the standards and obtain approval.
Nevertheless, it seems to me, the issue was resolved by voice,
rather than intellect.

Students Named For Awards
The annual awards for scholastic
achievement have been announced
by Dean Hiedenreich.
The Moot Court Awards, given in
recognition of the two senior students who have demonstrated the
greatest ability to try a simulated
case before a judge and jury have
been awarded. The recipients may
choose between a three-volume set
of Minnesota Practice Rules by
Hetland and Adamson, or a two-volume set of Minnesota Practice and
Methods by Black, Mooty, and Patton.
Awards have also been given to
the studerits in each year who have
received the highest overall grade
average. Each of these students is
given a lawbook of their choice by
the West Publishing Company. The
recipients of these awards for the
1972-73 school year are Roland
Amundson, first year ; Bill Macklin,
second year ; Jo Fairbairn, third
year ; and Don Hauble, fourth year.
The Bureau of National Affairs,
publisher of U. S. Law Week, gives
awards to those students from each
year who are determined to have
made the most significant contribution to overall scholarship at Mitchell. Bjorn Ulstad was the fourthyear recipient but the school has not

Clinical Program Expanded
by

Jeanne Schleh

the relationship between administrative agencies and their clients.
Students in each of the first three
clinics will receive four credits. The
Welfare Clinic is a two-credit
course.
Field work for all four courses
will be under attorney supervision
in cooperation with the Legal Assistance Program of Ramsey County (LARC).
At Mitchell, the legal aid program will be directed by Roger
Haydock who will also be Clinicai
Professor for the civil section.
Clinical Professor for the criminal section is Rosalie Wahl.
She said that she enjoys working
with law students, especially under
the fire of litigation, and is enthusiastically looking forward to her
new position at Mitchell. She thinks
the program is an invaluable opportunity for the student to gain courtroom experience and to become
familiar with procedures of litigation.
This year , Mitchell ' s program
will function in the St. Paul court
system, rather than the Minneapolis
system as it did last year. Wahl
pointed out that it will then differ
from last year, because the University's program works in an intricately close relationship with the
State Public Defenders office. The
University's program and the Public Defender's office were created
at about the same time and have
their offices together. Legal Assistance of Ramsey County (LARC), on
the other hand, with whom Mitchell
will be working this year, has an
established and independent method
of operation. Furthermore, she
said, the procedures of the St. Paul

William Mitchell this fall will offer its first full year of clinical legal
education.
The program continues the clinical effort begun winter semester
last year. That semester a criminal
clinic under the direction of the
University of Minnesota Law
School's Robert Oliphant and a civil
clinic under Mitchell's Roger Haydock, both for third year Mitchell
students, survived an abortive attempt to form a joint legal aid clinic
with the University.
This semester four courses will
be offered at Mitchell, each open
only to fourth year students. (The
Minnesota Supreme Court denied a
petition to extend the Senior Practice Rule to second semester third
year students at Mitchell. Under the
present rule, only law seniors may
be certified to try cases in court. )
- Criminal Clinic I: Representation of indigent misdemeanants in
Municipal Court. Weekly seminar to
emphasize interviewing, investigating plea bargaining, brief preparation and trial techniques.
- Criminal Clinic II: (open only
to students who completed Professor Oliphant' s course last year)
Representation of indigent misdemeanants in Municipal Court before
a jury. Weekly seminar to focus on
trial advocacy: voir dire, direct and
cross-examination, opening statements and closing arguments.
- Civil Practice Clinic: Representing indigents on consumer,
housing, divorce and other ci vii
problems. Weekly seminar on interviewing, counseling, fact gathering,
negotiation and litigation strategy.
- WeUare Law Clinic: Handling
all aspects of weliare cases from
interviewing to representation at
administrative hearings. Focus on

See ;Clinical', page sixteen

"Everg Student
will have

Free Checking
at my Bank:'
-David A. Heider, President
Gambles Continental Bank

yet selected the remaining three.
Recipients of this award are allowed to choose a Corpus Juris Secondum book.
The Lawyers Co-Operative Publishing Company and BancroftWhitney Pµblishing Company
awards have also been announced.
The publishing companies award
textbooks to those students who
received the highest grade in particular courses. This year's recipients
were Brian Palmer, and John Ward,
Administrative Law; Rodney Brodin, Agency and Partnership ; Ed
Pullman, Torts; Don Lattimore and
Nicholas Schaps, Jr., Personal
Property; Steve Nosek and John
Gries, Creditors' Rights; Galen
Wells and Steve Wellman, Commercial Transactions; Bill Macklin,
Constitutional Law; Scott Holdahl,
Contracts; Dennis Happel, Corporations ; Steve Ball, John Catron and
Roland Amundson, Criminal Law ;
Larry Meuwissen, Estates and
Trusts; Paul Gaziam, Remedies;
Greg Isaacson and Tom Christenson, Labor Law; Paul Jacobson,
Real Property; Jo Fairbairn, Margaret Leary and Bill Dunning, Family Law. Jo Fairbairn also received
the awards for the Evidence and
Civil Procedure courses.

Why start school this year with a big bankroll, and end up with nothing ... and no
idea where it all went? Know where your
money goes. Spend it by check.
W e have a special checking account program
just for students.
Absolutely FREE CHECKING
No minimum balance
No service charge
You can write all the checks you need and
we don·t stick you with a monthly service
charge, even if your balance temporarily hits
zero . You can save $35.00 or more per year!
And, you don 't have to worry about regular
bankers' hours. If you want to see us, we 're
open from 8 AM to 6 PM Monday through
Friday and 9 AM to 12 NOON Saturday. If
you don 't want to see us, you can bank by
mail with postage paid both ways.

Our

Free Student Checking Account will give
you a few extra bucks to blow at the end of
the month. And, you'll know where it all went!

Call 227-8701 for your FREE CHECKING

account kit.

Gambles
Continental
Bank
441 WABASHA AT SEVENTH
DOWNTOWN SAINT PAUL 55102
MEMBER FDIC

Just ask for it!

TEL 227-870 1

PAGE 15

OPINION

Dean Heidenreich Announces Faculty Changes
by Marilyn Neuschwander

Fall finds new faces appearing both among the faculty and
among the student body of William Mitchell. This year there
are five new full-time instructors and four new part-time instructors.
Bernard Becker, Assistant
Profess9r of Law, received his
B.A. from the City College of
New York, and graduated from
the University of Minnesota
Law School in 1965. Following
his graduation, Becker acted as
federal appellate counsel for the
New York Legal Aid Society.
Becker is presently representing the Leech Lake Band of
Chippewas as their consultant
on legal problems concerning
tr_eaty _~ghts apd tax litigation.
Mr. Becker serves as a member
of the Metropolitan Council
Criminal Justice Advisory
Committee, is the chairman of
the Delinquency Prevention
Sub-Committee, and is a memher of the National Legal Aid
and Defender Association. He
will be teaching two sections of
Civil Procedure and one section
of Juvenile Law.

BECKER

L',

Bruce Burton, Assistant Professor of Law, received his B.S.
from Mankato State College,
and his J.D. from the University
of Minnesota, graduating magna
cum laude. Burton has been an
instructor in the appellate advocacy course at the University of
Minnesota Law school and has
practiced in the firm of Dorsey,
Marquart, Windhorst, West and
Halladay. Mr. Burton has taught
a Real Property course at
Mitchell for the last two years.

HAINES

Andrew Haines graduated
from the University of Minnesota, and received his J.D. from
the University of Michigan. He
is practicing with the firm of
Doherty, Rumble, and Butler in
St. Paul and taught one section
of Corporations at Mitchell last
year.
We may be seeing a faculty
member on crutches due to an
old touch-football injury. Peter
Thompson, Assistant Professor
of Law, is recuperating from
recent surgery on his knee.
Thompson will be teaching two
sections of Contracts and one
section of Evidence. He re-

ceived his B.A. from DePauw
University and his J .D. from
the Un iversity of Michigan,
where he graduated with honors.
The past year Thompson has
been a clerk for Judge Miles
Lord of the U.S. District Court.
He will continue to work as a
Special Master for Judge Lord
in the Reserve Mining Case. The
duties of a Special Master inelude research and assisting the
judge in writing his opinion. Mr.
Thompson feels that "law school
must acquaint the future lawyer
with the tools of the trade."
Rosalie Wahl is a new fulltime Clinical Professor of La~.
She will be responsible for the
development of the criminal division of William Mitchell's clinical legal aid program. In addition to her supervisory capacity,
Ms. Wahl will also conduct seminars. She received her B.A.
from the University of Kansas
and graduated from William
Mitchell College of Law in 1967.
Following graduation from law
school, Professor Wahl worked
as an assistant state public defender under C. Paul Jones, as
she still does. Her work primari-

ly involves handling criminal
appellate cases. She also worked
in conjunction with the Department of Corrections to establish
due process standards for parole SWIRNOFF
revocation. Professor Wahl has
had experience in clinical legal
education under Professor Oliphant at the University of Min1
nesota as an adjunct professor
After receiving his L.L.B.
in legal aid supervision for the from Harvard University in
misdemeanors section. Profes- 1961, Michael Swirnoff was an
sor Wahl is a member of the associate in the firm of Popham,
National Association of Women Haik, Schnofrick, Kaufman, and
Lawyers, and attended the 2nd Doty until 1964. At ttiat time
National Institute for Trial Ad- Dean Heidenreich was also an
vocacy in Boulder, Colorado, associate of that firm. In 1964,
this summer. "The purpose of Swirnoff formed a private firm
law school should be to provide of which he is presently a partan insight into the role of law in ner. In addition to his private
the society," she said. "It practice, Mr. Swirnoff is a
should provide the skills neces- member of the American Judisary to adequately represent the cature Society, The Executive
client with all ethical and proce- Committee of the Hennepin Bar
dural steps in mind."
Association Securities RegulaTwo of the new part-time pro- tion Division, and participates
fessors are affiliated with the as a speaker for continuing LeSt. Paul firm of Briggs and gal Education. He will be teachMorgan. Bruce Eckholm re- ing one section of Estate and
ceived his B.A. from Marquette Gift Tax. The basic purpose of
University, and graduated from legal education, according to
William Mitchell College of Law Swirnoff, is "to provide the law:
in 1970. Since 1970, Mr. Eckholm student with an understanding of
has been a partner of Briggs and the process of approaching a
Morgan specializing in tax law. legal problem, rather than proPreviously, Mr. Eckholm was viding specific answers to spean accountant. A legal educa- cific questions."
ELKHOLM
tion, Eckholm thinks, means
Curtis Stine received his B.S.
different things to different peo- from Butler University, and his
ple, and a law school provides a L.L.B. from the University of
good legal education "if it pre- Notre Dame. He taught a course
pares the student for his individ- during the summer session at
ual goal." Eckholm will teach William Mitchell College of
two sections of legal accounting. Law, and will be teaching two
One section of Commercial sections of Taxation of Trusts
Transactions will be taught by and Estates during the school
Richard Holper. Holper re- years.
ceived his B.A. from Marquette
University and his J .D. from the
University of Louisville. He was
'The Troll'
even during the summer. A student the Editor-in-Chief of the law
could even complete one-hall of his review and graduated summa
Continued from page 2
first year of law study during the
ken
question was shamed into
summer school.
silence.
The session in 1946 lasted from
"No, sir billygoat, I guess ...
June 10 to September 6. Offered
were courses in introduction to law
I never heard that one before."
HOLPE~
and property I (personal property),
"Of course you ain't, and
both of which offered two semester
from now on, call me proper,
credits; and contracts, which ofDean Billygoat!" said the goat
fered six semester credits.
with great indignation and
The school also offered a 4.3 serighteousness. "Now then, if you
mes ter-credi t course in constitutional law, which began July 1. This cum laude. Following gradua- lil' whoppets want to get on with
class met from 7 to 9 :15 p.m. Mon- tion, Holper was a law clerk for the business of learning the
days through Fridays and was Chief Judge Devitt of the U.S. Code, you had better get used to
taught by L.S. Shockley, a full-time District Court. He is presently coming here to this old bridge
instructor at the college.
an associate of Briggs and Mor- every night for the next fortyThe other classes were held from gan, and is a volunteer attorney eight moons to get my instruc7 to 8:45 p.m. each evening, as was for Legal Assistance of Ramsey tion .-"
the case in 1942. Tuition was $100, County. Holper thinks a primary
'' And there's one thing
and was prorated for individual function of legal education must more," the billygoat told those
courses, as before.
According to the school bulletin, be to prepare each individual who were brave enough to stay.
15 first year students and 11 upper- student for practice. "Practice "If you think I'm being hard on
classmen attended summer classes is defined differently with each you now, I'm only trying to preperson,'' he said.
pare you for what lies ahead."
in 1946.

Response Is Good For
Mitchell's First Summer Session
by Roberta Keller

Summer's heat and the alternative of three months of vacation
from studying did not discourage
137 William Mitchell students from
enrolling in William Mitchell's first
summer session since its consolidation and name-change in 1956.
Paul Scheerer, dean of the summer school seassion, was pleased
with the student enrollment. "Response was good," he said. "More
people signed up than we expect- ·
ed."

The session began June 11, the
week following the final week of
second semester exams, and continued through August 2. Classes met
from 6:30 to 8:17 p.m. and 8:27 to
10: 15 p.m. each evening, Monday
through Thursday. The faculty consisted of eight full and part-time
professors.
According to enrollment figures,
courses in legal accounting and
family law, third year and elective
courses, respectively, were the
most popular. Also offered were
securities regulations, taxation of
trusts and estates, administrative
law, creditor's remedies, jurisprudence, criminal law seminar and
independent study.
Enrollment figures also showed
that 55 of the summer students had
just completed the freshman year,
while 50 of the students had completed the second year, and 31, the
third year.
The summer session was initiated
as a result of the work of a summer
school committee established by
1.ne Student Bar Association. The
committee studied the feasibility of
such a program, taking a survey to
find the extent of student interest.
Results of the survey were shown to
Dean Douglas Heidenreich, who
called a faculty meeting, wherein
the decision was made to offer a
summer program.

Students were allowed to take up
to four course credits. There is no
guarantee a student may graduate
in 31/z years after taking summer
courses, but the new schedule did
give students a chance to take more
electives than they otherwise might
or lighten their regular term load,
as well as to make full use of the
school facilities.
Although the 1973 summer session was announced as the first in
William Mitchell's history, school
records show that the St. Paul College of Law offered two summer
sessions. One was held in the summer of 1942 and the other, in the
summer of 1946.
According to information distributed by the school that year, the
summer semester of 1942 lasted
from June 15 to September 5 and
offered three courses. Courses in
insurance and persons (and domestic relations) were taught by William H. Gurnee, a part-time faculty
member who had served as assistant attorney general of Minnesota.
The third course, evidence, was
taught by S. B. Severson, who was
Dean of the College at the time.
Classes were held each evening
from 7 to 8:45 p.m. According to the
school information, tuition for the
summer session was $100, but was
pro-rated for individual courses.
Tuition for the 1973 summer session
is $80 per course.
According to the school catalog,
21 students were enrolled in the
summer, 1942 program. The summer session enabled 11 to graduate
Feb. 13, 1943, at the end of the first
semester of their fourth year.
There is no indication in the bulletins of following years that more
summer sessions were held until
the summer of 1946. Information
distributed that year indicates that
students were allowed to enter the
college any semester they chose,
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lar monthly meetings, Nardi
said, at a time and place to be
designated. He js considering
holding informal meetings at a
local house of refreshment in a
move to make them more attractive to members.
Tbe Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity International was organized in November, 1902, and
since that time has grown to be
the largest legal fraternity in
the world, with 114 active chapters. Approximately 3,000 law
students become members of
PAD each year.
Memberships are available on
either an active or an associate
basis and are open to both male
and female law students.
An associate membership,
which can be held for one school
year if desired, entitles a student to Chapter benefits such as
discounted luncheon tickets and
free copies of previous exams
and course outlines. Chapter
membership dues are six dollars
per semester.
An active, or full membership, constitutes membership in
the National Fraternity as well
as the Pierce Butler Chapter,
and entitles a student to such
services as loans and scholarships, as well as a listing in an
attorney-referral directory of
fraternity graduates. The initiation fee is thirty dollars and is
good for a life membership, and
chapter dues of six dollars per
semester are payable while the
student remains in school.
Nardi pointed out that the
newest benefit which the national fraternity has developed is a
National Placement Service. He
has been named Area Representative of the Service and is responsible for gathering data
'concerning employment from
firms and government agencies
in which past student fraternity
members are working. The book
will list job opportunities and
relevant information for jobs in
all parts of the country for students and graduates.
Nardi said that he thinks it
important that most of the officers of the fraternity be juniors
during the year in which they
principally serve, because juniors have more spare time than
do seniors or sophomores, and
can therefore, contribute more
time and energy towards fraternity activities.
He has re-established some
former committees and created
some new ones, and appointed
chairpeople for each. A Publicity Committee, chaired by Stephen Bergerson, is responsible
for publicizing all fraternity
events, both to members and
non-members.
An Activities Committee will
plan films, field trips to courts,
law offices, jails, and other
. places of interest to fraternity
members. The Social Committee, chaired by Kay Silverman,
will be in charge of planning
parties, luncheons, and securing
speakers for the luncheons. A
new Law School Committee has
been created to open communications between the faculty,
Dean and fraternity for the specific purpose of discovering
ways by which the fraternity
can benefit the school as a
whole. The committee is
chaired by Bob Lange, a sophomore. Jim Wickersham, a ju-

;\}{ review to interested students
fafa and to determine the extent of
fi.:( prospective writers. ApproxiW? mately sixty students attended
fa/ and indicated a desire to write
nm for the law review.
[t@ All second, third, and fourth
year students are eligible to
}@ write for the law review; there
P;ill is no grade point requirement or
kfa try-out article. Those interested
HF in writing may accept a topic
Jil assignment from the editors and
Ml begin work. All writers completJ$ ing a work of publishable qualiJfhy, whether or not it is actually
/7 published in the law review, and
assisting the editors with typing,
mm proof-reading, authority checks,
mm and other secondary duties will
mm receive two ungraded credits.
Lit Next year's editorial board
mm will be chosen from among this
fa\: year's writers. Members of the
:mt: editorial board receive two unHfa graded credits per semester for
WM their work. In addition the Edi@/ tor-in-Chief receives a full tuiiifil tion rebate and the other editors
:i)i receive a half tuition rebate.
@;\ Law review experience is, of
mm course, also very helpful in obtaining employment after gradfH uation.
{fl The first edition of the law
rnq review will be an intramural
{M edition, that is, it will be entire~l~ ly written and edited by the stu?Vi dents. The first issue will be dis~ributed locall! to build interest
=,=;,,,,,,, m the law review and to attract
subscribers for the future. Sub@H sequent issues will contain lead
WW articles by law professors and
fof: legal practitioners and will be
h\ sent to other law schools
fj( throughout the country.
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Many Opportunities Available To Students
Past SBA President Fred Finch
has urged Mitchell students to consider opportunities open to them as
members of law student organizations on state and national levels, as
well as the local, SBA level.
On the state level, students in the
third and fourth years of their studies may elect to become student
members of the Minnesota State
Bar Association. Membership in the
State Bar Association is done by
voluntary enrollment in the fall of
the year and costs one dollar for law
students. In recent years the sole
benefit of membership has been a
subscription to the Bar Association's publication, Bench and Bar, a
monthly magazine of news and articles of interest to Minnesota lawyers.
On the national level the primary
organizational outlet for student .
lawyers is the Law Student Division
of the American Bar Association
(ABA/LSD). Membership in the
ABA/LSD is three dollars per year.
Students may enroll at any time;
blanks for this purpose are avail-

able in the school office or in the
Student Bar Association's used
bookstore.
Membership in the Law Student
Division offers both direct benefits
and an opportunity to participate in
a number of valuable Law Student
Division activities. Among the benefits of the Law Student Division
are a subscription _to the division's
magazine, the Student Lawyer, the
opportunity to enroll in reasonably
priced life and health insurance
programs, and an ABA sponsored
placement service.
For interested students, the Law
Student Division has a number of
committees and sections in which
law students may participate. Some
of the committees are organized on
the eighth circuit level and give participating students an opportunity to
work with members from other
area law schools. Some LSD national committees are joint membership committees with the parent
American Bar Association. Students have full voting memberships
on some of these ABA committees.
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nior, will be chairing the Academic Committee, which is responsible for planning study sessions, maintaining exam and
course outlines, and providing
special exam assistance to
freshman student members.
In addition to Nardi, the new
officers are Monte Miller, a junior, Vice Justice; Mary Ellen
Carroll, a sophomore, clerk;
and Mike Cuniff, a senior, who is
Treasurer.
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Wahl

courts are different than those in
Minneapolis. Wahl said that her
conversations with members of
LARC have made her very optimistic, and she sees no serious problems resulting from the switch.
In the future, she would like to

The Student Bar Association
of
William Mitchell- College of Law
2100 Summit Ave.
St. Paul, Minn. 55105

see Mitchell students become involved in legislative reform of the
courts and of bail problems. For the
immediate future, however, she
intends to concentrate both her and .
the students' attention on establishing Mitchell's clinical program as
an effective and efficient one.
The William Mitchell Law Clinic
will be located in the newly acquired Annex, 2093 Grand Av.
The home was willed to the school
by John Webster, an electrical engineer, who died Nov. 4. Mr. Webster,
a bachelor, had no connection with
Mitchell other than an interest in its
students and a feeling that the
school had been a good neighbor.
According to his will, the only
limitation on the gift is that the
building may not be torn down for
one year. Webster did not specify
how the school should use the house.
The two-bedroom bungalow is
already the meeting place for small
seminars.
The only major change to be
made in the facilities there is the
installation of some additional lighting.
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CLINICAL DIRECTORS-Pictured with Clinical Director Professor Haydock, second from left, are Bob Varco, Civil Section, and Steve
Doyle; John Berglund and Jim Swanseen, Criminal Section. Not Pictured are Tina Isaac and Bill Hibbard, Criminal Section, and Sandra
Neren, Warren Oskey, and Ross Kramer of the Civil Section.

